HNUE JOURNAL OF SCIENCE

Social Sciences 2025, Volume 70, Issue 2, pp. 65-76
This paper is available online at https://hnuejs.edu.vn
DOI: 10.18173/2354-1067.2025-0021

WATERWAY TRANSPORTATION ON
THE MEKONG RIVER IN LAOS
DURING THE FRENCH COLONIAL
PERIOD (1893-1945)

Nguyen Thi Tuyet Nhung
Faculty of History, Hanoi Pedagogical
University 2, Vinh Phuc province, Vietham
Corresponding author: Nguyen Thi Tuyet Nhung,
e-mail: nguyenthituyetnhung@hpu?2.edu.vn

Received April 11, 2025.
Revised May 4, 2025.
Accepted May 21, 2025.

Abstract. Drawing on archival records from the
French colonial administration, this article examines
the challenges of waterway transportation on the
Mekong River, the French authorities’ efforts to
improve the river’s navigability, and the
organization of river transport services in Laos from
1893 to 1945. Due to improvements in waterway
transport services in Laos, commercial activity along
the Mekong developed during the colonial period.
During the first three decades of the 20th century, the
Mekong River played a central role in the
transportation of goods and passengers in Laos.
However, the Kemmarat rapids remained a major
obstacle, especially during the dry season when
water levels were low and boats could hardly get
through. As a result, the French colonial government
later shifted its focus toward the development of
road infrastructure in Laos.
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Tém tit. Trén co sé nghién ctru ngudn tai lidu
Iwru trit ctia chinh quyén thyc dan Phép thoi thude
dia, bai bao tdp trung lam rd nhiing khé khan
trong van tai duong thuy trén song Mekong, cac
bién phap cua chinh quyén thuc dan Phap nhim
cai tao dong song nay va cac dich vy van tai
duong thily duoc t chirc & Lao tir nam 1893 dén
1945. Vi su cai thién cua cac dich vu van tai
duong thuy ¢ Lao, hoat dong thuong mai trén
song Mekong c6 su tién trién trong thoi ki thude
dia. Trong khoang ba thap nién dau thé ki XX,
song Mekong dong vai tro chinh trong van
chuyén hang hoa va hanh khach & Lao. Tuy
nhién, hé thong thac ghénh Kemmarat trén song
Mekong van 1a nhitng chuéng ngai vat ma tau
thuyén kho c6 thé vugt qua vao mua nudce thip.
Vi viy, chinh quyén thyc dan Phap sau d6 da
chuyén trong tim sang phat trién dudng b & Lao.

Tir khod: song Mekong, véan tai, chinh quyén
thuc dan Phap, Lao.

Vai tro ctia song Mekong dbi véi nuée Lao duoc ngudi Phap danh gia nhu 1a song Nin cua
Ai Cap. Dong song c6 trir luong tai nguyén nude 16n dé phat trién kinh té trong cac linh vire nhu
tudi tiéu trong phat trién nong nghiép, du lich, thiy san va con 1a con dudng giao thong quan
trong cua nguoi dan ban dia. Song Mekong ting dugc nguoi Phap ki vong 1a con duong thuong
mai quan trong dé nbi Sai Gon voi Van Nam (Trung Qudc), 14 tuyén dudng “dé bién Sai Gon tré
thanh mot trong nhitng kho hang 16n nhat thé gi6i, thanh nit hoang ctia Vién Dong” [1;15]. Tuy
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nhién, khi cac doan tham hiém nguoi Phap tim kiém con dudng thuong mai trén song Mekong
nbi Van Nam (Trung Qudc) véi Sai Gon, ho da nhan thdy mot thuc té vé kha ning di lai trén con
song nay 1a rat khé khin, do c6 nhiéu thac ghénh va sy thay ddi ciia muc nudc song.

Tim hiéu vé séng Mekong thoi thudc dia & Lao dugc dé cap dén trong cac nghién ciru thong
st vé lich sir Lao, lich st bong Duong. Cac hoc gia khi nghién ctru vé lich sir Lo, lich st bong
Duong tap trung vao tim hiéu vé su canh tranh giita chinh quyén thyc dan Phap, Anh, Xiém &
khu vuc song Mekong dé phan chia pham vi anh huong & Dong Nam A. Séng Mekong duoc 1ay
1a dudng bién gidi phan chia khu vure thudc dia ciia Phap voi cac thude dia cua Anh [2]-[4]. Mot
sO cong trinh dé cép dén nhitng kh6 khin trong vén tai duong thuy ¢ song Mekong boi day la con
song c6 nhiéu ghénh, thac; hay dé cap dén sy thit vong ctia cic nha cam quyén nguoi Phap sau
khi thyc hién cac chuyén tham hiém trén séng Mekong véi hy vong day la tuyén duong thuong
mai nbi Van Nam Trung Qudc véi Sai Gon. Do d6, chinh quyén thyc dan Phap di tim kiém mot
tuyén duong thuong mai khac thay thé cho séng Mekong do la song Hong [3] [5]. Dé pha v sy
co lap cua Lao thi viéc xay dung cac tuyén duong bg, cai tao duong thiy két ndi Lao véi cang
Sai Gon va Trung Ki 1a nhiém vy ctia chinh quyén thuc dan Phap dé khai thac tai nguyén khoang
san ¢ Lao [3], [6]-[9].

Nhu vy, viéc tim hiéu van tai dudng thuy trén song Mekong méi duge dé cép khai luoc
trong cac cong trinh nghién ctru vé lich sir Lao hay lich sir Bong Duong. C6 thé thay, chwa co
mot trinh nghién ciru chuyén khao nao tim hiéu vé vén tai duong thily trén song Mekong & Lao
thoi thude dia. Trén co sé ngudn tu liu luu trit, bai bao st dung phwong phap nghién ciru lich s,
thdng ké sb liéu, phan tich, so sanh nham 1am rd nhitng kho khin trong van tai dudng thuy trén
song Mekong, cac bién phap cta chinh quyén thuc dan Phap nham cai tao dong song ndy va céc
dich vu van tai dugc to chirc & Lao tir nam 1893 dén 1945, nhitng cai thién cua cac dich vu van
tai dudng thay trén song Mekong thoi thudc dia.

2. Noi dung nghién ciru

2.1. Béi canh lich sir

Vao cuoi thé ki XIX, cac nudc thue dan phuong Tay day manh qua trinh xam chiém thugc
dia trén thé gigi. Sau khi anh huong caa Anh & Trung Qudc ngay cang l6n thi nguoi Phap méi
bit dau day manh cdng cudc xam chiém ban dao Pong Duong, nham tim kiém con duong toi
Trung Qudc. Ngay sau khi tién chiém Nam Ky trong nhitng nim dau thap nién 60 cua thé ki XIX,
chinh quyén thuc dan Phép da t6 chirc cac doan tham hiém tim hiéu séng Mekong véi hi vong
rang s& bién Sai Gon nam trén cira sdng Mekong thanh mot thuong cang quan trong ¢ Dong Nam
A, két ni thuong mai vai Trung Qudc. Tuy nhién, cudc tham hiém vao nim 1866 cua thuyén
truong Doudart de Lagrée va Francis Garnier d chon vii gidc mo bién séng Mekong tro thanh
huyét mach giao thuong. Nhitng thac ghénh & Kemmarat va Khone 1 nhiing tré ngai qué 16n dé
lam cho séng Mekong tro thanh tuyén giao thuong huyét mach. Vao dau nhitng nam 1880, sau
khi da thiét lap dugc ché do bao ho ¢ Biac va Trung ki, sy quan tam cta ngudi Phap d6i véi khu
vuc sdng Mekong va nhu cau c6 mét bién giGi voi Siam di dugc théi thac tré lai khi nhin thdy
thuc dan Anh dang tich cuc mé rong anh huong tai Siam. Chinh quyén thuc dan Phép sau do da
thuc thi mot loat hanh dong dé ap dat duoc su thdng tri 18n khu virc ta ngan séng Mekong.

Ngay 3 thang 10 ndm 1893, Siam budc phai ki v6i Phap mot Hiép uoc tai Bangkok. Theo
diéu 1, diéu 3 cua Hiép udc nay, Chinh pha Siam sé& tir bo moi quyén luc doi véi lanh tho ta ngan
sbng Mekong, sé khong xay dung bat ki don bdt hay co s& quan su kién cb ndo & cac tinh
Battambang, Siemriep va khu Ianh thd rong 25 km trén hitu ngan séng Mekong [21;31].

Nhu vay, véi Hiép udc nim 1893, dat nude Lao sau hon mét thé ki bi Siam d6 ho nay lai
chia cat 1am hai, phan 16n cac Muong Lao van tiép tuc dudi quyén cai tri ciia Siam, con cac
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Mudng Lao thugc ta ngan sdng Mé Cong tré thanh thudc dia cua chinh quyén thyc dan Phép va
dén nam 1899 thi sap nhéap vao Lién Bang Déng Duong thudc Phép.

2.2. Viéc cal tao dong song Mekong

2.2.1. Nhirng khé khan trong van tai duwong thiy trén song Mekong

Song Mekong dai khoang 4500km, trong d6 c6 2600km chay qua thudc dia cia Phap, doan
chay qua lanh thd Lao c6 nhiéu thac ghénh va dong chay rit manh, dudi long song thi co nhiéu
da 16m chom. Cac nha tham hiém phai mat 5 thang di tir Phnom Penh dén Luang Prabang. Cac
hang hoa cua Thuong Lao dua dén dugc Sai Gon phai mat 30 ngay. Hé thong thac Khone va
Kemmerat lam cho viéc véan tai duong thily trén séng Mekong gap rat nhiéu kho khan va chia
thanh nhiéu doan khac nhau:

Tir khu vye thuong luu cta song Mekong ¢ Luang Prabang dén Vientiane (tir vi d6 22° dén
18°): Trong pham vi nay tir Luang Prabang dén Tang Ho, viéc di lai 1a khong thé thyc hién duge
ngay ca voi thuyén doc moc, do muc nudce song giam mot cach bat thuong va & dudi 1ong song
thi c6 nhiéu da. T Tang Ho dén Vientiane c6 thé di lai béng thuyén ddc moc va bé mang mac du
¢6 nhiéu thac ghénh [1;18-19].

Tir Vientiane dén phia ddu ghénh Kemmarat (tir vi d6 18° dén 16°) tau hoi nudc c6 do mén
nude 1m co thé di lai dugc. Tir ghénh Kemmarat kéo dai 100 km dén Pakmoun (vi do 15°20") tau
hoi nudc chi ¢o thé di lai vao thoi diém trudc va sau 1ii, khoang thang 10 va thang 11 (hang nam),
con bé va thuyén doc moc cé thé di xudi dong quanh nam, di nguoc dong thi chi ¢d thuyén doc
moc [1;19].

Tir ving thuong Bassac, giira Pak-Moun va Khong, nghia 1a khoang tir 15°20' dén 14°, ¢
khu virc ndy tau, be, thuyén doc moc c6 thé di lai quanh nam.

Tir khu vuc phia Nam Khone ra bién: Trong dé tir Nam Khone dén Kratié (Campuchia) dai
khoang 200km, & khu vire nay tau hoi nuéc c6 thé di quanh nam. Tir Kratié dén Phnom-Penh,
diéu huéng van con khé khan [1;20].

Céc diéu kién cua viéc di lai trén séng Mekong thay déi theo d6 cao cua muc nudc, giita
ving nudc cao, nudc thap va trung binh. Tai Savanakhet myc nudc cao nhat 1a 13m50, tai ving
Taphan trong khu vic Kemmarat dat téi 31m. Vao thoi diém nudc dang cao, tir thang 7 dén théang
11 (hang nim), viéc di lai luon ludn duge dam bao tir Khone dén Kok Peung. Viéc van tai duoc
thuc hién voi sy trung chuyén tir thac Kemmarat dén Taphan béi tau hoi nudc “Pavia” ciia cong
ti van tai duong thuy Nam Ky (Compagnie des Messageriers fluviales de Cochinchine). Vao thoi
ki nudc trung binh cua séng Mekong la khoang théang 6 — thang 7 va thang 10 — thang 11 (hang
nam), khi nudc song 1én cao dat 6m, du dé di qua cac ghénh Kemmarat. Day 1a thoi ki thuan loi
nhat dé di lai va cho phép cac tau hoi nudc du loai di lai trén song Mekong doan tir Khone dén
Kock Peung. Trong mua nudc thap, tir thang 12 dén thang 5 (hang nam), viéc di lai gap rat nhiéu
kho khan. Céc tau hoi nude khdng thé di qua gitra Kinak va Bic Khone va gip rat nhiéu kho khin
trong hé théng ghénh Kemmarat.

2.2.2. Viéc cai tao dong s6ng Mekong

Trong khoang hai thap nién dau thé ki XX, chinh quyén thyc dan Phap da thuc hién nhiéu
bién phap dé cai thién kha nang di lai trén song Mekong, xdy dung tuyén duong sat trung chuyén
tranh thac Khone va dua cac tau hoi nudc vao van hanh.

Cac cbng viéc cai thién kha nang di lai trén séng Mekong duoc thuc hién ¢ Lao tir nam 1897
da 1am duoc dé 1a [10;452]:

Tu stra lai tuyén duong sit chay qua Khone dai 4,5 km, dugc khoi cong vao thang 8/1897.

Dit Hé théng coc tiéu & viing ha luu séng Mekong ¢ Lao va phé da giita Bic Khone va Ka
Toc, cong trinh nay cho phép dam bao di lai thdng sudt ca nam cho céc tau nho, trén mot 16 trinh
dai 130 km. Nho vao cac nghién ctu, cac hé thdng coc tiéu, cac tau chay hoi nuéce theo dang tau
Argus, c6 thé di lai suét ca mua tir Khone dén Thoung — kla, trén mot quang duong gan 100 km.
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bat coc tiéu va phé da:

+ Giita Khone va thac Kemmarat: Nho vao céc nghién ciru hé thdng coc tiéu, cac tau Hai
Phong c6 thé di lai vao mua kho tir Ban Pong (Khone) dén cac thac cua Kemmarat, va tau
Garcerie cua COng ti van tai duong thuy Nam Ky di dén duoc tan Pak Se Don (125km), trong
khi trudc d6 cac tau dung hoat dong & phia Nam caia Don Sai (35 km).

+ Viéc pha d4 cua thac Keng Ka Bao vén ngan can viéc di lai cua cac tau thuy khi myc nudc
thap, viing nay chi cach Savankhet 10km vé phia Bc.

+ Viéc dat hé thdng coc tiéu & Keng Kassec, cach 35 km & phia Bic Pak Hin Boun. Ca hai
cong trinh nay dugc Xy dung va hoan thanh da cho phép thong thuong trén duong thuy ca nam,
gitta Thac Kemmarat va Xieng Khan, trong mét 16 trinh dai 700 km. Nhiing coc tiéu tam thoi
bang tre, cho phép vuot qua thac Keng kume trong tat ca cac mua.

Dén thoi ki cam quyén cua Kham s Lao Mahé (1903-1906 va 1907-1912), chinh quyén
thuc dan Phap da thyuc hién nhiéu bién phap dé co thé tang kha ning van tai caa dong song trong
tat ca cac mua, dac biét 1a vao mua nudc thap. Mot chuong trinh dugc thiét 1ap vao nam 1907,
bao gém viéc lay da ¢ long song cho cac 16i di ¢ cac ving nudc thap, nudce trung binh va nuéc
cao, xay dung hé théng dén hiéu, coc tiéu bang bé tong cbt thép, xay dung cac tuyén duong quéa
canh va str dung céc loai tau hoi nudc khac nhau. Mot khoan ngéan sach cho viéc cai thién kha
nang di lai cua sbng Mekong da dugc thyc hién.

Chuong trinh nim 1907 d4 hoan thanh vai viéc ma 1 16i di (passe) tir Dondet dén Kinak, kéo
dai tuyén duong sét trung chuyén giita Bic Khone va Dondet, xay dung mét cly cau dai 163m
qua nhéanh cua séng Mekong ¢ Bac Khone, xay dung va lip dat cong trinh va cac dung cu dé vuot
qua thac Khone: cau cang, 16i vao va duong truot & Nam Khone, btc twdng ke, cau quay (pont
roulant), ddu mdy toa xe va can cau tai Dondet (matériel roulant et grues). Hé thong dén hiéu duoc
lip dat gitra Khone va Vientiane bao gom 444 coc tiéu bang bé tong, 18 phao tiéu, 64 dén bao.

Bdng 1. Ngan sach thuc hign cho cac cong trinh méi trén dong song Mekong tir 1 thang giéng nim
1907 dén 31 thang 12 nam 1917 [11;175] (Pon vi: $ - Ki hiéu dong bac Dong Duong thai Phap thudc)

Nam Trung Théc Thwong Cai thign | Pha dd vadit | Cungng Téng
luru Kemmarat luu bén hiru hé thong coc cho céc
(bief Kokpheung thac tiéu gitra Kok | cong trinh tir
moyen) Khone pheung va ngpheung
Luang dén Luang
prabang prabang
1907 dén | 48,057$00 | 70,627$50 | 52,794$89 " ” " 171,479%$39
1910
1911 7,653$84 9,730$78 | 15,885%25 " " " 33,269$87
1912 12,336%$52 | 9,083$94 | 12,995$15 " ” " 34,415%$61
1913 19,846$55 | 8,247$10 | 6,123%13 " " " 34,216$78
1914 10,913%67 | 6,815$78 | 7,138%29 " " " 24,867%$74
1915 8,390$34 | 6,706$00 | 5,085%29 " ” " 20,181$63
1916 y 5,753$65 | 7,136$21 | 27,643.$58 4,654%42 7,444%45 52,632%31
1917 y 2,244%28 | 7,419$35 | 43,740%$83 2,903$93 7,933$18 74,241%57
Ngan sach 2,000$00 | 30,500$00 5,000$00 27,500$00 65,000$00
du kién
1918

Tir nam 1907 dén nam 1910, chinh quyén thyc dan Phap di gianh ngan sach 1a 171.479$39
dé cai tao dong sdng Mekong nham ting kha ning van tai duong thuy khu vye trung luu song
Mekong, thic Kemmarat va ving thuong luu Kokpheung. Viéc cai tao cac khu vye nay dugc tiép
tuc thuc hién trong nhirng nam tiép theo (tir nam 1911 dén nam 1915). Tir ndm 1916 dén nim
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1918, ngudn ngan sach duoc chinh quyén thuc dan Phép chi tra tap trung vao viéc cai thién bén
hiru thac Khone, pha d4 va dat hé thdng coc tiéu gitta Kokpheung - Luang prabang va céc cong
trinh tir Kokpheung dén Luang prabang.

Céc cong viéc cai thién kha nang di chuyén trén séng Mekong van duoc tiép tuc trong nhiing
nam sau Thé chién tha nhat (1914-1918).

V6i nhitng bién phép cai tao sdng Mekong cta chinh quyén thuc dan Phap, van tai dudng
thity trén con séng nay c6 thé thuc hién dugc trong tat ca cac mia bang tau hoi nudc dai 35m tir
Khone dén Vientiane, ngoai trir viing Kemmarat, noi van tao thanh chuéng ngai vat vao miia nudc
thap. Ngoai ra ¢ doan song Naphong dén Vientiane, nhitng chiéc tau rong hon 0m80 rat kho luu
thong trong thoi gian nudce thap. Tir Vientiane dén Huoei Sai (trong ving Thugng Mekong), viéc
liy da ¢ 1ong song ciing dugc thuc hién dé nhiing chiéc thuyén may c6 thé di qua [12;38-39].

T6m lai, khi dit duoc ach cai trj ¢ Lao, cac vién Toan quyen ¢ Pong Duong déu nhan thay
tam quan trong caa song Mekong nhu mét tuyén duong giao thdng chinh noi Nam Ky, Campuchia
va Lao. Chinh quyén thuc dan Phap rat quan tim dén viéc cai thién duong thity bang cac cong
trinh thich hop, va coi d6 1a diéu can thiét dé duy tri cac dich vu c6 tro gia, c6 kha ning dam bao
van chuyén hanh khéach va hang héa véi diéu kién gia ca vira phai [13].

2.3. Dich vu van tai dwong thay trén séng Mekong ¢ Lao

Nhiing cudc tham hiém dau tién trén song Mekong duoc thuc hién vao nim 1866 va 1867
do Francis Garnier va Doudart de Lagrée din dau. Hai ong d4 di nguoc dong song Mekong, nhung
sau d6 da ding lai o Kratié, cach Phnom Penh khoang 220 km vé phia thuong luu. Vao thang 9
nim 1885, Thuyén truong Réveillére da vuot qua duwoc ghénh PréaPatang. Vao nim 1886 va
1887, trung uy Fésigny, da thuc hién mot nghién ciru nghiém tdc vé nhitng ghénh thac nay va
chung minh kha ning vuot qua ching bang cac tu nho, dua cac con tau nay t6i Stung-Treng,
truc tién 1a phéo ham La Sagaie va dén dwoc Thac Khone, tiép dén Ia tau Mouette ciia Cong ti
van tai duong thuy Nam Ky. Vao cudi thang 8, dau thang 9 nam 1889, thuyén truong Heurtel dwa
chiéc tau cua Cong ti van tai duong thiy Nam Ky cé chiéu dai 40m, mén nudée 1a 1m 90, toe do
9 hai li/ gio dén tan chan thac Khone [1:21-23]. Ké tir ndm 1891, cac tau hoi nuéc caa cdng ti van
tai duong thuy Nam Ky duoc ché tao dac biét dé di qua cac ghénh thac va vuc can & muc nudc
cao, dam bao kha nang lién lac thuong xuyén va nhanh chong gitta Sai Gon — Phnom Penh va
Khone. Ving Nam Lao da dugc mo cira dé thong thuong véi Sai Gon.

Tuy nhién, viéc vuot qua thac Khone van 1a mét thach thirc 16n d6i vai chinh quyén thuc dan
Phép. Do d6, mot tuyén tuong sat trung chuyén qua thac Khone di dugc xay dung véi cac thiét
bi dic biét dé chuyén tai nhitng tau ¢ hai ddu Nam Khone va Béc Khone.

Vao thang 3 nam 1893, chinh quyén thuc dan Phap quyét dinh mua hai phao ham dé ting
cuong kiém soat khu vuc thuong ngudn séng Mekong. Quyén chi huy hai phao ham La Grandiére
va Massie do trung iy Simon dam nhiém véi nhiém vy mang 14 co cta nude Phap dén ving xa
nhét c6 thé. Vao ngay 31 thang 10 ndm 1893, hai chiéc tau Massie va Ham Luong, vuot qua thac
Khone trén tuyén duong sét va d¢én duoc Bassac, sau d6 dén ngd ba séng Moun. Trong muia nu6c
Ién nam 1894, tau Massie di vuot qua cac thac ghénh Kemmarat thanh cong va dén duoc
Vientiane. Vao ngay S thang 9 nam 1894, tau La Grandiére lan lugt di qua Khone, roi gia nhap
Vi tau Massie. Cudi cung, Pai Gy Simon cling véi tau La Grandiére da dén Luang Prabang vao
ngay 1 thang 9 nam 1895, khi vuot qua mot loat cac thac ghénh dai 350 km giita Vientiane va
Luang Prabang. Sau do, con tau lai tiép tuc di dén Tang Ho vao ngdy 25 thang 10 nam 1895.
Theo nhu 16i ciia Pai iy Simon, Tang Ho dugc coi 1a “gidi han cudi cing” cua viéc di chuyén
bang dwong thuy trén séng Mekong bang tau hoi nuéc & myce nudc thap [1;25].

Két qua cua phai doan Simon lién quan dén kha ning di lai trén séng tir ving Bassac dén
Vientiane, cho phép Céng ti van tai duong thuy Nam Ky khai thac mot dich vu van tai thuong
xuyén bang tau hoi nude. Dé dat dugc muc tiéu ndy, cdng ti d ki hop dong voi Toan quyén Dong
Duong dé t6 chirc mét dich vu tron goi tir Sai Gon dén Luang Prabang dé van chuyén hanh khach,
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hang hoéa. Viéc di chuyén cd thé biang thuyén doc moc hoic bang tau hoi nudc tly theo myc nuéc
cua séng va theo mua.

Hop dong ki két giira Toan quyén Pong Duong Jean-Marie de Lanessan (1891 — 1894) va
Jules Rueff, Giam ddc diéu hanh cua Cong ti van tai duong thiuy Nam Ky (Compagnie des
Messageries Fluviales de Cochinchine) vao ngay 25 thang 9 nam 1894. Theo diéu khoan ki: Cong
ti cam két thiét Iap mot dich vu vén tai duong thuy thuong xuyén bang tau hoi nuéc ¢ thuong luu
trén sdng Mekong. Dich vu duoc thuc hién phuc vu cho giao thng, phi hop véi viéc xuét phét
tir Khone véi cac tau dén tir Nam Ky. C6 céac bén sau:

Bdng 2. Cac bén dich v van tdi ciia cong ti van tdi dwong thiy Nam Ky [14]

Cic dia phuong Khoang cach tinh bing (hai ) Pi va vé

Khone dén Bassac 65 130
Bassac dén Pac Moun 38 76
Pac Moun dén Kemmarat 71 142
Kemmarat d¢én Ban Mone 42 84
Ban Mone dén Pac Kam 22 44
Pac Kam dén Pac Si 2 4

Pac Si dén La Khone 30 60
La Khone dén Ha Dé 15 30
Ha Dé dén Outhéne 3 6

Outhéne dén Saniaboury 10 20
Saniaboury dén Nam Ka Dinh 50 100
Nam Ka Dinh dén Pat Choum 21 42
Pat Choum dén Nam Mang 28 56
Nam Mang dén Pon Pissay 37 74
Pon Pissay d¢én Nong Khay 20 40
Nong Khay Dén Vientiane 23 46
Vientiane dén Sampana 19 38
Sampana dén Xieng Khan 53 106
Xieng Khan dén Paklay 33 66
Paklay dén Pak Noun 70 140
Pak Noun dén Luang Prabang 55 110

Téng 707 1.414

Cong ti ciing cam két phuc vy tat ca cac bén khac ¢ thé duogc thiét 1ap sau nay trén song va
cac nhanh song. Dich vu nay s& hoat dong hang tuan boi cac tau di tir dau nay dén dau kia hoac
bang viéc trung chuyén. Bé phuc vu tuyen ducyng mei nay, cong ti chi dinh 3 tau c6 chiéu dai tdi
da 1a 30 mét, mén nude khong vuot qua 1 mét va tée do khong dudi 8 hai li/gio va co thé dat 11
hai li/gio. Cong ti ciing nhan dwoc mot khoan tién tro cap cho céc dich vu 6 trén. Theo diéu 6 cua
Hop dong, cong ti s& nhan dugc mét khoan tro Cap la 5.50 francs/ddm da di. Trong truong hop
dich vy tang 1én 1/3, khodn tién tro cap giam xudng con 5 francs/dam. Néu dich vu tang lén gap
d6i, khoan tién tro cap giam xuéng 4.50 francs/dam. Cong ti cam két thuc hién tat ca cac cong
viéc nham cai thién va duy tu tuyén duong séng & Nam Ky, Campuchia va Lao theo cac quy dinh
trong Hop dong [14].
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Chinh quyén va Cong ti van tai duong thay Nam Ky ciing da thuc hién nhiéu bién phap dé
c6 thé cai thién kha nang di lai trén dong sdng Mekong. Nhiéu tau hoi nuéc da duge dua vao sir
dung tuy theo myc nudc, va tung doan song. Nhirng con tau nay la: Garcerie, Trentinian,
Colombert, Ibis, Mouette, Massie, La Grandiéere, Ham Luong, Argus, Gauloise va Sithan.

Bdng 3. Cac tau phuc vu ¢ Lao [15]

Tén goi Nim van hanh tai Lao Ghi chu

I/' Tor vang Thuong | Colombert 1914 Hoat dong nam 1905 ¢
ngan_akhet deén | Garcerie 1904 Phnom Pénh (1) ’
Vientiane — 1929 Hoat dong tir nam 1906 dén

G?rr:;:esr 1929 véi tén goi Trentinian

- Hoat dong nam 1906 &

Massie 1905 Phnom Pénh (1)

Mouette 1919

Vanneau 1916

Argus 1904
I/ Tu Pakse dén | Pavie 1918 Hoat dong ndm 1910 tir Sai
Khone (et pakse - Borys 1931 Gon dén Phnom Pénh (1)
Savanakhet quand les Coon T 1929
Femrf?'aratbl sont e-on inseau Phuc vu nam 1905 & Nam
ranchissables) Ibis 1920 Ky (1)
(1) Mdc thoi gian nay la gan ding vi S¢ giao thong cong chinh khong c6 dii thong tin vé nguon géc
cac con thuyen nay

Cong ti van tai duong thuy Nam Ky so hitu cac tau co trong tai khac nhau. Do 1a: Pavie,
Garcerie, Trentinian, Colombert, Ibis, Massie, Mouette [16;313-314]. Doi tau cua chinh quyén
dia phuong L&o c6 c4c tau Argus, Espanet, Hai Phong. Déi véi S¢ giao théng cong chinh ¢ tau:
Sithan, Réveillére. Tau Garcerie cua Cong ti van tai duong thay Nam Ky, trong tai 25 tan, chiéu
dai 50m, chiéu rong 5m, toc d6 1a 10 hai li/ gio, hai may, mdi may 150 ma lyc, thyc hién dich vy
tir Khone dén Pakse. Tau Pavie, trong tai 35 tin, dai 35m, rong 5,5m, tbc d6 12 hai li/gio, hai may
mdi méy 1a 200 m luc. Pay 1a con tau duoc sir dung dé vuot qua cac ghénh théc cua Kemmarat.
Nam 1931, mot chiéc tau hién dai “le Borys” dwoc chi dinh hoat dong khu vuc Khone — Pakse,
noi ma nhitng chiéc tau cii khong thé cung cp cho dich vu & khu vyc thac Kemmarat. Ham doi
tau cua Lao & Pakse con c6 Hai Phong va phuc vu viéc di lai trén séng c6 tau Sithan, tau nho dé
cim coc tiéu. O khu vyc Kemmarat, vao mua nudc thp, hai tau hoi nudc nho ¢ cia song thuc
hién viéc trung chuyén va kéo thuyén doc moc. Do 1a tau Mouet, Ibis, cd trong tai 10 tin, téc do
7 hai li/ gio, c6 mot may 50 mé lyc. Tau Colombert, Trentinan cung loai véi tau Garciee dugc st
dung dé thyc hién céc chuyén di truc tiép tir Khone dén Kok Pheung. Tau Massie, 12 phédo ham
cii cua phéi bd Simon, trong tai 12 tan, téc do 8 hai li/ gio, may 60 ma luc, dau ¢ Savanakhet,
vao mua khd thuc hién viéc van chuyén tir ngd ba Kemmarat dén vung thuong luu. Vientiane 1a
noi dau cua tau Argus, trong tai 12 tan, dai 18m 50, toc d6 7 hai li/gio, may 60 ma lyc va tau
Espanet, trong tai 14 tan, dai 21 m, toc do 8 hai li/gio, may 80 ma luc phuc vu chinh quyén dia
phwong Lao. Tau Lagrandiére cua Cong ti Dong A, dau ¢ Vientiane, trong tai 15 tin, chiéu dai
22 m, téc d6 12 hai li/ gio, may 150 ma lyc dé phuc vu viéc van chuyén go teck. Tuy nhién vao
muia nudc thap ciia séng Mekong, con tau nay khdng thé dén duoc Luang Prabang do muc nudéc
sbng can [16;322].

Ké tir khi k| hop dong dén nam 1927 v6i Toan quyén Dong Duong, Cong ti van tai duong
thiy Nam Ky nam doc quyén van tai trén sdng Mekong. Nam 1927, cong ti méi duoc thiét lap 1a
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Cong ti van tai duong thuy Sai Gon (La Compagnie Saigonnaise de Navigation et de Transport
(C.S.N.T)) thay thé cho cdng ti van tai duong thuy Nam Ky va hoat dong dén nam 1937.
Bdng 4. Sé lwong tau ding ki ¢ Lao [17;53].

Nam Tau hoi nuée Thuyén may va sa lan Téng
chung
Chinh | CSNT | STFLva Tw | Tong Chinh | CSNT | STFLva Tw | Tong
quyén Thitphan | nhin quyén Thitphan | nhdn
Trudc 2 11 " 2 15 25 9 " 34 68 83
nam
1934
1934 " " " " " " 2 " 4 6 6
1935 " " " " " 2 " " 3
1936 " " " " " " 2 4
1937 " " " " " " 2 7 2 11 1
1938 1 1 1 ., 7(2) 51) | 13 | 14
(1): Bao gom ca cac tau da dang ki lai theo Nghi dinh ctia Toan quyén ngay 26/03/1938 vé duong thiy.

Trude nam 1934, & Lao tong s6 tau hoi nudc, thuyén va sa lan dang ki 14 83 tau thuyén, nim
1934 ¢6 6 thuyén va sa lan, nim 1935 13 5 thuyén va sa lan, nim 1936 1a 4 thuyén va sa lan, 1937
1a 11 thuyén va sa lan [17;53].

Tuy nhién, viéc di lai trén sdng Mekong chi c6 sy bién chuyén Ién khi dich vu van tai duong
song tir Sai Gon dén Luang Prabang do Cong ti van tai duong thily Sai Gon doc quyén di hét han
vao nam 1937, vdi mot khoan trg cap dang ké da duoc thay thé bai té chirc méi va duge Toan
quyén thong qua vao ngay 29/06/1936. Diéu nay gilp giam ganh niang cho ngan sach va cung cp
cac dich vy nhanh hon, véi su da dang cia cac phuong tién van chuyén ciing nhu su phdi hop
gitra duong thuy va duong bo.

Chinh phi Pong Duong di chi ra rang, sy doc quyén cia cong ti di lam giam su canh tranh
trén tuyén duong nay, trong khi chinh quyén phai mat mét khoan tién trong ngan sach dé duy tri
hoat dong cua Cong ti. Trong Bure thu cua Kham sir Lao E. Eutrope giri Toan quyén Pong Duong
ngay 13/2/1936 da noi vé hoat dong cua cua Cong ti van tai duong thuy Sai gon la “qua ddt, qua
chdm, it chuyén di va thleu tién nghi” [15]. Thir nhét 1a qua dat: Dé van chuyen 1 tAn xi mang tir
Sai Gon di Thakhek, méat 39$85 vao muia nudc trung binh, khi muc nugc thap, gia van Chuyen
tang 1én 1a 45897, trong khi van chuyén 1 tan xi mang theo con dudng tir Thakhek dén Bén Thiy
(Vinh) chi mat 19$50. Hanh khach di bang ca nd ciia C.S.N.T tir Vientiane dén Thakhek & hang
2 14 16$48, hang 3 12 10$30, trong khi néu di bang tau cua Xiém hoac thuyén gan may chi mat 2$
dén 3$. Nang lyc van tai caa C.S.N.T chi dat 4000 tin/ nim, day 1a “mot diéu khong thé chap
nhan duoc & mot dat nude co dién tich bang 40% cua Phap va c6 1 triéu dan”. Tha hai 1a viéc di
lai qua cham: Viéc di lai tir Sai Gon dén Vientiane phai mat khoang 16 ngay dé hoan thanh hanh
trinh, trong khi néu di bang con duong s6 9 (Pong Ha — Savanakhet) chi mat 6 ngay. Thi ba 1a
cac chuyén di qua it va thiéu tién nghi: Trong 35 nam hoat dong chi c6 1 chiéc tau phuc vu mdi
tuan & mdi hudng trén cac doan séng Mekong [15]. Vi vay, khong qua mot chuyén thu hang tuan,
diéu nay lam mat thoi gian quy bau cho cac nha kinh doanh, thuong nhan, cac nha cong nghiép
khi dén tham xtr ndy, tim kiém thj truong va xay dung hoat dong kinh té can thiét cho sy phat
trlen cua xtr Lao cing nhu gay t6n kém va sy cham tré cho cac nha cam quyen khi can phai giai
quyét mot sb luong 1on cac van dé hanh chinh. Mat khac, cac tau nay ciing thleu tién nghi. Trén
nhiing chiéc tau nay ciing nhu tir nam 1895, chi c6 1 budng (cabine) voi 2 ghé nam, tir d6 dé 1am
phong an hoic sir dung dé lam bu0ng ngu. Khong c6 mot chiéc tau ndo cd anh sang nao khéc
ngoai anh dén axetilen trong budng an va ngon nén trong cabin [15].
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Nhirng khé khan trong viéc di lai trén duong sdng Mekong cuing véi nhiing han ché do Cong
ti van tai duong thay Sai Gon nam doc quyén trén con duong nay da dwa dén quyét dinh cua Toan
quyén Dong Duong vé bai bo doc quyén cia cong ti nay.

Phia Nam Lao (ving Pakse) di dén Sai Gon bang phuong tién duong b 1a con duong thudc
dia s 13 hoac bang van tai duong bo két hop véi duong thuy. Viéc trung chuyén qua thac Khone
dugc thuc hién d& dang boi cac bén Voeun kham va Kinak trén duong chinh, thugng ngudn cua
thac. Cac khu vyc ven song cua song Mekong tr Savanakhet (bao gém Thakhek, Paksane,
Vientiane, Luang Prabang dén Houei Sai) da tach roi voi Sai Gon va gan véi duong sat, cang
bién cua Trung Ki qua cac tuyen dudng b tir Savanakhet dén Pong Ha, tir Thakhek dén Naphao,
tir Luangprabang dén Phi Dién. Giira Pakse dén Savanakhet noi c6 hon traim km ghénh cia hé
thdng thac Kemmarat, viéc di chuyén rat kho khin va nguy hiém da duoc duy tri dén nam 1937
réi cham dut.

Phia Nam Pakse, viéc di lai bang duong thiry da héi phuc sau khi Hop dong véi cong ti Van
tai duong thay Sai Gon cham dat. Viéc di lai dwge dam bao boi cac hdng van tai tu nhan, nhu
cong ti Hoa Eah (Compagnie Hoa Eah) & Phnom Penh, git hUp ddng hai nim duoc phép doc
quyén van tai hanh chinh. Giao thong duong song ciing da giam dang ké tir ndm 1937 do viéc
khai truong con dudng thude dia s6 13 va viéc chuyén huéng dén nhitng con dudng bo mai &
Trung va Thugng Lao.

O vung thuong nguén Hiép hoi van tai duong thuy ¢ Lao (Société des Transports Fluviaux
au Laos (S.T.F.L)) ndm giir hop dong tam nam (tur 1/9/1937 dén 31/8/1945) cung cap dich vu van
chuyén hang hoa tir Savankhet dén Vientiane, voi sa lan gdn may 30 tn, 2 dich vu hang tuan cho
buu dién va du lich giira Tha Khek va Paksane véi cac phuong tién chuyén chg bang sa lan 16n,
dugc trang bi bang may chay dau dé cho cac hang hda va cac thuyén gan may chay nhanh dé cho
dich vu buu dién va hanh khach. Vientiane s& duoc ndi voi Sai Gon 3 ngay va ndi véi Ha Noi 2
ngay rudi.

Tir Vientiane dén Luang Prabang, mét dich vu hang tuan duoc tro cip do 1 ngudi Lao 1a 6ng
Thit Pan ki két hop dong 5 nam (1/9/1937 dén 31/8/1932). Ong nay s& sir dung nhiing thuyén Ién
duogc gin véi dong co diegen cho phép lam giam bét dang ké thoi gian cuaa 19 trinh, trude day 1a
6 ngay. Tir Luang Prabang dén Houeisay va Xieng Sen, dich vu hai thang 1 1an ché Buu dién, du
khéch va hang hoa bang thuyén gan may.

Bing 5. Cdc dich vu vin tii dwong thity ¢ Lao nam 1939 [17;76-80]

Tuyén duong TZAI’I] Gia van chuyén Hang hda Cong ti

suat hanh khach van chuyén

phuc

vu Hang 1 Hang 2
1/ Dich vu vin |2 M.Simonpiétri tai Sai
chuyén hang héa va | chuyén Gon dén ngay
vat ligu giira Sai Gon | mdi 31/12/1940 (Hop
va Pakse v6i dudng | tudn ddng ngay 12/4/1938
ngang Voenkham — | theo duogc b sung bang sira
Kinak mdi dbi ngay 16/08/1940)
Sai Gon - Pakse | NuUong 0807/tén (Sai Gon-Kratie)
(613km) 0$06 (Kratie- Pakse)
Voenkham — Kinak 0808/tAn (Voenkham-
(25km) Kinak)
2/ Dich vu van tii | {tnhit4 Kién hang | Kién hang | Céng ti Hoa Eah ¢
dwong thiy vat liéu | chuyén dudi 200 kg | trén 200kg | Phnom penh phu trach
hanh chinh va hang | di va vé dén ngay 26/10/1940
héa niang giira Cho
Lon - Kratie va
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Voenkham - Kinak | moi (Hop dong ngay
(794km) thang 26/10/1933)
Cho Lon — Phnom 4800/tan 5$00/tan
Penh
Phnom Penh — Kratie 4$00/tan 5800/tan
Kratie — Strungtreng 6$00/tin 7$00/tin
Stungtreng - 2$00/tAn 2$50/thn
Voenkham Kinak
Cho Lon — Voenkham 20$00/tan 20$00
Kinak
3/ Dich vu van tii | 1 Dao  dong tr | Hi€p hoéi Van tai
dwong thiy hang | chuyén 0$019/tan/km duong thuy Lao
hoéa gilra Savanakhet | moi dén 0$06/tAn/km (Société de Transports
va Vientiane bang sa | tuan Fluviaux du Laos) ¢
lan gan may (472km) | theo Savanakhet dén ngay
mbi 31 thang 8 nam 1945
hudng hop dong ngay 17
thang 11 nam 1936
4/ Dich vu vin | 2 0%$035/km | 0$019/km Hiép hoi Van tai
chuyén nhanh hanh | chuyén A duong thuy Lao
khach, di¢n tin va | moi Cau 05008 (Société de Transports
hanh Ii tir Thakhek | tuan Fluviaux du Laos) &
dén Paksane | theo Savanakhet hop dong
(183km) moi ngay 17 thang 11 ndm
hudéng 1936 dén ngay 31
thang 8 nam 1945
5/ Dich vu véan tai | 1 0$059/km | 0$035/km | Dao dong tir 03033 dén | Ong Thit-Pan tai Viéng
dwong song hanh chuyen Ciu: 08013 0$108 Chan ((hop dong ngay
khach, hang hda va | moi tuan ’ 17 thang 11 ndm 1936
dién tin giita | theo mdi cho dén ngay 31 thang
Vientiane va Luang | hudng 8 nam 1942)
Prabang (426km)
6/ Dich vu van tdi | Dich vu | 0$07/km 0$027/ | Hanh li qua | Buu kién: | 6ng Thit-Pan (hop
bang thuyén mady | hangquy km cuéc  hon | 0$07/tan dong ngay 10 thang 10
(pirogues a monteur) | (Hanh 100kg cua nam 1938 cho dén
giita Luang Prabang tﬁphméi du ngay 31 thang 8 nam
va Hoeui Sai | tuan trir khach:0$07/ 1942)
(377km) tuan cudi tan
cling cua
thang)

Nhin vao Bang 5, c6 thé thay cac dich vu van tai hanh khéach va hang hda cia Lao nam 1939
rat da dang véi tan suat phuc vu nhiéu hon, gia van chuyén ciing giam khi cé sy canh tranh giita
cac hang van tai khac nhau.
2.4. Mgt sé nhan xét

V6i nhitng bién phép cai tao dong sdng Mekong cua chinh quyén thuc dan Phap va viéc st
dung nhiéu phuong tign van tai khac nhau, dac biét Ia sau khi x6a bé doc quyén van tai duong
thuy cua C.S.N.T, van tai duong thuy trén sdng Mekong da c6 su chuyén bién tich cuc khi thoi
gian di lai dugc rat ngan, va cd nhiéu dich vu van tai khac nhau trén séng Mekong. Trong mot
thoi gian dai, song Mekong dong vai tro chinh trong viéc van chuyén hang hda ¢ Lao. Nam 1936,
hang héa van chuyén trén song Mekong qua khu vuc thac Khone la 9910 tan trén tong s6 17, 577
tan chiém 56,4% trong tong luu lwong hang héa van chuyén trén cac tuyén duong ¢ Lao (bao gébm
song Mekong, dudng thude dia sé 8,9,10) [20;54].
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Tir nam 1922 dén nim 1936 hang hoa xuét, nhap khau & Khone ting 1én dang ké. Nhap khau
tang 1én hon 2 1an tir 2,426 tin nam 1922 1én 5,286 tan nim 1936, xuat khau tang 1,6 1an tir 2,902
tAn nam 1922 18n 4,644 tin nam 1936. Riéng cac nam 1931, 1932, 1933 do tac dong cua khing
hoang kinh té (1929-1933), nén luu lwong hang héa c6 xu hudng giam [18;251], [19;44]. Trong
khi luu lwgng hang héa ¢6 xu hudng tang thi hanh khéach lai c6 chiéu huéng nguoc lai, ting khong
dang ké & 16i vao va giam ¢ 16i ra do su cai thién cua hé thong duong bo va céc dich vy van tai
duong bd. Nam 1927 luong hanh khéch & 16i vao Khone 14 2,589 ngudi thi dén nam 1936 122,613
ngudi. Hanh khéch ¢ 16i ra Khone ndm 1927 1a 1,198 ngudi, dén nam 1936 giam xudng con 541
ngudi [19;44]. Hanh khach c6 xu huéng chon di bang duong bo nhanh hon va an toan hon so voi
duong song.

Nhu vay, thoi thudc dia, van tai duong thuy trén séng Mekong da cé nhitng cai thién nhung
céc thac ghénh ¢ Kemmarat van 12 nhiing chuéng ngai vat ma tau thuyén khé c6 thé vuot qua vao
mua nudc thap. Vi vay, theo Tong thanh tra Cong trinh Cong cong Dong Duong, “song Mé Kong
khong du kha nang dam bao cho Lao tlep can bién vé mat van tai ciing nhu kinh t€” va “con lau
mai tré thanh tuyén duong thiét yéu dé mo cira cho Lao” [22;11].

3. Két luan

Séng Mekong dong vai trd quan trong trong két ndi giao théng & Lao vai cac nudce lang giéng
trong thoi ki thudc dia. Chinh quyén thuc dan Phap da thuc hién mot s6 bién phéap cai tao dong
song nay dé tang kha ning van tai trén con séng Mekong. Viéc sir dung nhiéu loai tau khac nhau
va su da dang cac phuong tién van tai trén sdng Mekong da gitip cho van tai duong thuy ¢ Lao
c6 su cai thién dang ké. Tuy nhién, viéc di lai trén con song nay van con gap rat nhiéu kho khan
va thach thire. Bén nhitng nam 30 cuia thé ki XX, chinh quyén thuc dan Phap da chuyén trong tam
sang xay dung duong bo & Lao. Khi cac tuyén duong bo két ndi Lao vai cac nude Pong Duong
dugc khéanh thanh, van tai duong thuy trén song Mekong c¢6 xu huéng giam, dic biét 1a s luong
hanh khach lva chon di chuyén bang duong thuy it di.

Hién nay, song Mekong van gii vai tro quan trong trong viéc két ndi kinh té, van hoa gitra
cac nudce trong khu vuc Tiéu vung song Mekong mé rong. Viéc khai thac hi¢u qua tiém nang kinh
té ciia con séng nay doi hoi can cé su hop tac cua cac qudc gia trong Tiéu vung cling nhu nghién
ctru nhing tac dong tiéu cyc dén moéi truong, khi hau khi xay dung cac dap thuy dién ¢ day.
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