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Abstract. Space is a crucial category in
Vietnamese folk humor, as it not only reflects the
material world but also conveys artistic intentions
and social relationships. It is not merely a location
or setting, but an aesthetic field where satirical
situations are constructed. A survey reveals four
typical types of space: rural villages, families,
officialdom, and the spiritual realm. Each space
carries both realistic and symbolic dimensions.
While family space tends to evoke everyday
laughter and gentle moral lessons, the spaces of
authority and spirituality open possibilities for
profound mockery of dominant powers through
forms of “soft resistance,” expressing folk wisdom
and critical spirit. The flexibility and multi-layered
meaning of artistic space significantly contribute to
the vitality and intellectual depth of the Vietnamese
folk humor genre that, though created to entertain,
is rich in humanism and critical values.
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Tém tit. Khong gian 14 pham tril quan trong trong
truyén cuoi dan gian, khong chi phan anh thé gisi
vat chat ma con thé hién v dd nghé thuat va cac
quan hé xi hoi. Khong gian khéng don thuan 1a dja
diém hay bdi canh, ma 1a truong tham mi noi cac
tinh hudng trao phung dugc kién tao. Khao sat cho
thiy c6 bdn kiéu khong gian tiéu biéu: lang qué,
gia dinh, cong quyén va tam linh. Mdi khong gian
vira mang tinh hién thuc, vira mang tinh biéu
tugng. Néu khong gian gia dinh thién vé tiéng cudi
doi thuong, gido huén nhe nhang thi khéng gian
cong quyen va tam linh lai m¢ ra kha nang gicu nhai
sau sdc cac the luc truong thuong bang hinh thirc
“phan khang mém”, thé hién tinh than phan bién va
tri tué dan gian. Chinh su linh hoat va da tang nghia
ctia khong gian nghé thuat da gop phan 1am nén sirc
sdng va chiéu sdu tu trdng cho truyén cudi dan gian
Viét Nam — mot thé loai tuy dé mua vui nhung thAm
d4m tinh than phé phan va nhan vén.
Tir khod: khong gian, truyén cuoi, khong gian lang
qué, khong gian gia dinh, khong gian cong duong,
khong gian linh thiéng.

Theo Tir dién thudt ngit van hoc, khong gian nghé thudt 1la “hinh thirc bén trong cua hinh
tugng nghé thuit thé hién tinh chinh thé cta nd (...) c6 tac dung mo hinh hoa cac mbi lién hé cua
buic tranh thé giori nhu thoi gian, x& hoi, dao due, ton ti trat tu” [1; 160]. Tran Dinh Str cho rang,
ciing nhu thoi gian ngh¢ thuét, khong gian ngh¢ thuét la hinh thirc ton tai ciia thé gi¢i nghé thuat.
Nhung khéc voi khong gian ba chiéu cia thé gi6i thuc, nd 1a mé hinh thé gi¢i mang tinh doc 1ap
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va y nghia tugng trung: “khdng gian nghé thudt trong tac pham la sw mé hinh héa cac moi lién
hé vé thoi gian, xd hoi, dao duc cua buc tranh thé gidi va su lya chon cua nha van” [2; 70]. Trong
Dan ludn thi phadp hoc van hoc, ong giai thich rd hon: “Goi la khong gian nghé thudt la boi vi
khéng gian nay khéng gian don la tdi hién khéng gian ciia thiee tai ma thé hién quan niém khéng
gian cua con nguoi, va rong ra la cua ca mot nén vin héa trong mot thoi ki lich su...” [3; 127].
Nhu vay, cac chi tiét hién thuc khi dua vao tac pham van hoc déu trd thanh tin hiéu tham mi, cin
duoc gidi ma tur goc do thi phap.

Tir trude dén nay, cac gido trinh, bai viét it khi dé cap dén khong gian trong thé loai truyén
cuoi. Ngay ca cac cong trinh thi phap nhu Nhiing ddc diém thi phdp ciia cdc thé logi van hoc ddn
gian (D6 Binh Tri), Thi phap Van hoc ddn gian (L& Truong Phat), Nhing van dé thi phdp van
hoc dan gian (Nguyén Xuan Dtc)... ciing chua quan tim dén van dé nay. Méi day, trong Gido
trinh thi phap van hoc dan gian, L& Birc Luan dugc xem la nguoi dau tién tim hiéu khong gian
trong truyén cudi. Ong cho rang: khong gian trong truyén cuoi “chu yéu la khéng gian gia dinh,
khéng gian sinh hoat, noi nhdn vat hoat déng ma biéu 19 cdi dang cueoi, tinh cdch dang cuoi (...)
Khong gian trong truyén cuoi thuong dong khung trong mot pham vi hep, cu thé nhuw trong ngoi
nha, trong phong” [4; 200-201]. Nhirng nhén dinh nhu véy rat quy, nhung tiéc 1a chua nhiéu, chwa
bao quat du va chua giai quyét hét cac van dé vé khong gian nghe thudt trong truyén cuoi dan gian.

Do vay, bang viéc sir dung cic phuong phap phan tich — tong hop, thong ké, so sanh — ddi
chiéu va tiép can lién nganh, qua khao st truyén cuoi dan gian nguwoi Viét — cu thé 1a cac bo:
Truyén cuwoi din gian nguoi Viét (3 tap, Nguyén Chi Bén chu bién), Kho tang truyén cuoi Viét
Nam (3 tap, Vii Ngoc Khanh), Tiéng cuoi din gian Viét Nam (Truong Chinh & Phong Chau),
Truyén cuoi dan gian Viét Nam (Tran Pinh Nam),... v6i 432 truyén ké lién quan — bai Viét s& lam
13 mot sé van dé vé khong gian nghé thudt trong truyén cuoi dén gian. Cu thé, bai viét tap trung
phan tich cac kiéu khong gian tiéu biéu nhu: khéng gian lang qué, khong gian gia dinh, khong gian
cong dwong, khéng gian tam linh, tir 6 1i giai vai trd ciia khong gian d6i vai tiéng cudi dan gian.

2. N¢i dung nghién ctru
2.1. Pic diém cac kiéu khong gian trong truyén cuwoi din gian

2.1.1. Khong gian lang qué

Trong truyén cuoi dan gian Viét Nam, khong gian lang qué —khong gian sinh hoat ndng thon
— gil vi tri trung tdm, v6i gan 256 truyén ké, chiém ti 18 ap dao vé tan sudt xuat hién. Piéu nay
khong chi phan anh thyc té xd hoi phong kién xwa, noi nong dan 1a tang 16p dong dao nhit, ma
con bt ‘ngudn tur déc diém lich sir — vén hoa cua dan toc Viét: mét dén toc cu tra chu yeu 0 nong
thon, gan bo bén chat voi lang xa truyén thong. Mdi lang qué Viét Nam, voi canh dong, lity tre,
san dinh, cho phién,... khong chi la don vi tu quan ma con la mot tiéu vii tru van héa hoan chinh,
noi hinh thanh, nuéi dudng va lan téa cac tac phém van hoc ddn gian — dac biét la truyén cuwoi.

Trude hét, can khing dinh ring: Khong gian lang qué khong chi 12 bdi canh vat 1i ma con 1a
méi trieong song tw nhién cho truyén ké dan gian, noi cac tinh hudng trao phung bét ngudn tir sinh
hoat cong dong. Nhitng mau thuan thudng nhat giita nguoi nong dan, hang x6m lang giéng,... déu
dugc phong chiéu lén phéng nén lang xd mot cach sinh dong. Phan 16n truyén cudi din gian
nguoi Viét ra doi tr khong gian nay, sau d6 lan rng sang cac vung khac. Khong gian nong thon
vi thé vira 1a noi phat sinh, vira la noi tiép nhdn, bao ton va heu truyén truyén cudi — nudi dudng
tiéng cudi dan gian ca vé ndi dung lan tinh than. Cudc séng lang xa xua tuy hién hoa nhung ciing
chat chira nhoc nhin, gd bo; trong bdi canh do, truyén cudi 1a hinh thirc giai tri ty phat, ddng thoi
la phuong tién giai toa tim li cong dong. Tleng cuoi duge vi nhu “liéu thuée b6~ boi nd gitp
ngu(yl dan duy tri tinh than lac quan, u6c mo song thién giira co cuc va bat cong. Trong cac khong
gian cong dong nhu chg, san dinh, 1€ hoi lang hay bu01 tu hop, nhitng ciu chuyén tiéu 1am duoc
ké lai, lan truyén — hinh thanh 4é sinh thdi vin héa tiéng cuoi, noi truyén cudi vira tiéu khién, vira
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két ndi con nguoi, cb két cong ddng va bao ton ky uc tép thé. Moi biéu hién doi séng nong dan —
tir &n, mic, & dén | ung xur — déu 1a chat liéu cho tiéng cuoi. Tiéng cudi ¢ day khong nham da kich,
ha bé ma thién v€ gi€éu nhai hém hinh, nhe nhang, phé phan nhiing thoi xau nhu khoe khoang,
sinh hinh thirc, hoc doi ntra voi hay & “thdy sang bat quang lam ho . Tt ca hién 1én rd nét trong
khong gian lang qué, khién tiéng cuoi trd nén chan thuc, dé tiép nhan va lan téa manh mé trong
cong dong. Chiing téi diém qua mot s6 khong gian lang qué tiéu biéu.

Trong truyén cudi dan gian Viét Nam, ruéng dong 1a khong gian gan bé mat thiét voi doi
song lao dong cta nguoi ndng dan, voi 79 truyén ké — dong thoi cling 1a bdi canh sinh dong cho
cac tinh hudng hai hugc phat sinh tir sinh hoat san xuit néng nghiép. Cac truyén nhu Ludng ddu
thién dia, Nhé ra roi, Béi com trwea, Mt thang ré day, Udt dt troi mua xoi nép tram dwong, Budn
Vit troi,... déu lién quan dén khong gian rudng dong — noi lao dong tuy nhoc nhan nhung lai 1a
chén “sang tao tiéng cudi” cua ngudi dan qué. Pay 13 noi ngudi ta bay to cam xuc that — doi thi
an, kho cling rang dua; tir 6, dan gian théu dét nén nhimng cau chuyén dam chat trao phiing. Tiéng
cudi bat ra tir sy dbi lap gitta cong viéc cuc nhoc va hanh vi ngd nghé, vung vé hoac phi li — cho
thdy ban linh lac quan va tinh than # frdo manh mé ciia cu dan nong nghiép. Chinh nho khéng
gian ruéng dong quen thudc ay, tiéng cuoi trd nén gan giii, chan thuc, phan anh 13 tinh than dan
da, hom hinh va kha nang “fir chita lanh” ciia cong dong thong qua tiéng cuoi.

Lién quan dén khdng gian rudng dong, kho tang truyén cudi dan gian Viét Nam con c6 157
truyén khai thac dac san nong nghiép va moi trudng sinh thai lang qué — thudc nhom truyén “noi
khodc”, “ndi trang”, hay con goi la truyén cac lang cuoi. Pay la dang truyén giau tri tuéng tugng,
dam tinh phong dai, thuong dugc ké trong cac khong gian cong ddng nhu cho, dinh, quan nudc —
noi tinh than vui dua, thach d6 va giai tri duoc khoi diy manh mé&. Noi dung truyén bam sat diéu
kién ty nhién va sinh hoat san xuit dic thu cua timg ving qué, cho thdy mdi quan hé hitu co giira
tiéng cudi dan gian va mdi truong van hoa — sinh thai ban dia. Chang han, ving Van Lang (Phu
Tho) c6 truyén vé ca to bang thuyén, lwvon dai chui ba lang; lang Pong Sai (Bic Ninh) khoéc vé
khoai to nhu vac, 14 khoai bang quat co; lang Vinh Hoang (Quang Tri) c6 6t to nhu nga voi, khoai
mon sap déo dén rung ring. Nhiing truyén nay khong chi 14 trd vui, ma con phan anh sy gin bo
giita con ngudi voi thién nhién nong nghiép, cho thdy mdi ving qué déu c¢6 “ddc sdan tiéng cuoi”
riéng — gan voi thd nhudng va 16i song dia phuong — nhung cung chia sé tinh than lac quan, hom
hinh ctia cu dan néng thon. Khong chi 1a bdi canh, khdng gian sinh thdi — van héa néng thoén con
gop ph?m dinh hinh phong cach ké truyén va giong diéu trao 16ng dic trung. Truyén lang cuoi 1é
san pham cua tri tudng tuong phong ting nhung khéng tach roi hién thyc — nguoi dan “ndi qua”
dé giai toa, ganh dua, ph6 dién tri tug, tw hao vé lang minh, ddng thoi khang dinh rang tiéng cuoi,
dii phong dai dén dau, van bit ré tir doi sdng thuong nhat. Qua d6 cho thay, khong gian nong thon
trong truyén cudi khong chi tai hién thé gidi quen thudc, ma con kich hoat hé thim mi dan gian
noi phong dai khéng nham doi trd, ma dé khang dinh ban sdc, lan téa sirc song va lam gidu tinh
than céng dong.

Cung vé6i khong gian rudng dong, khdng gian tricong hoc tu thuc, I16p hoc tai gia ciing 14 tiéu
khong gian lang qué quen thudc, dugc dan gian khai thac kha nhiéu. Truong hoc — xét tir ban chat

—la noi truyen ba chit nghia thanh hién, hun dtic nhan cach, g0p phan gin giir chuan myc vin hoa
dao li; hay néi cach khac, 1a khong gian gido duc, noi truyén dat tri thirc va gid tri dao diic, von
dugc xem nhu ngoi dén thiéng ciia hoat dong trong ngudi. Khong gian nay thuong gan voi hinh
anh ong do, thay do — ngucn dugc xa hoi ton trong nhu biéu tuong tri thirc va dao dtrc. Tuy nhién,
trong truyén cudi dan gian Viét Nam, trudng hoc, 16p hoc tai gia lai bi chdm biém nhu mot khong
gian suy thoai chtrc ning, bién tudng gia tri. it nhit 13 truyén cuoi dan gian d& cp truc tiép dén
khong gian ny, phan 16n tai hién hinh anh thiy do hdo sdc, tham dn, vé dao, ding noi day hoc
lam cong cu muu lgi c4 nhéan. Chang han, trong truyén Tui doi lam roi, dng thay do tan tinh me
goa cua hoc tro bang 16i 18 tuc tiu, gia vor mang hoc tro dé gui thong diép tan tinh ba me: “D...
me mdy” [5; 103]. Truyén Théi chira dén chét mo ta ong thay tu thong voi nir chi nha, thé hién
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su tha hoa nhan cach ctia nguoi von duge xem 1 “khudn vang thude ngoc”. Cac truyén nhu Thdy
dé an banh ran, Thay do liém mat, Thay do dan vung ché, Thay do liem nwéce cot dira, Ché cdn
tay, Thdi cuc sinh luéng nghi,... d&u xoay quanh viéc thay do bién 16p hoc thanh noi thoa man
con thém an, bét chap danh du, nghé nghi¢p va pham hanh dao Nho. Tham chi, trong Thay dé dn
vung che, thay con dai tién vao chinh chiéc trap — vét thiéng ctia nghé gd dau tré — thé hién dinh
diém cua sy giai thiéng hinh anh ngudi thay Nhiing truyén nay khai thac triét d¢ mau thuan giira
vai tro day nguoi va hanh vi tha hoa. Tiéng cuoi bat ra tir sy ngugce doi — noi dang trang nghiém
lai xay ra trd 16 bich — thé hién rd dic trung trao 10ng cta truyén cudi dan gian. Khong gian hoc
duong vi thé dugc dan gian “giai thiéng”, ha bé bang tiéng cuoi sau cay, nhu mot cach dé cong
chtng phé phan su tha hoa cua tang 16p tri thirc va phan anh khat vong gido duc dich thyc — noi
su hoc phai song hanh véi dao duc. Truong hoc trong truyén cudi dan gian vira la khong gian
gido duc bi bién tudng boi dong co thip hén, vira 1a bdi canh nghé thuat dé dan gian vach tran
1éch chudn dao 1i qua tiéng cudi phé phan nhe nhang nhung giau tinh gido duc. Hon nira, nhitng
truyén nay con phan anh mét thoi ki suy vi cua nén gido duc Nho hoc, déc biét tir thé ki XVII tré
vé sau. Tran Trong Kim nhén xet: “Phép thi ctr by gio thét 1a bay (...) Nguoi tranh nhau vao
truong, xéo dap 1an nhau, cé nguol chet (-..) Hoc tro voi quan truong thi thong voi nhau, thanh
ra cai cho thi” [6; 349]. Trong bdi canh 4 ay, hinh anh thay d6 khong con gin voi sy miu myc, ma
trd thanh biéu twong cho su thoai hoa chuan muc xa hoi.

Cubi cung, cho qué ciing 1a mot tiéu khong gian quen thudc cua lang x4. Noi day khéng chi
12 chén mua ban hang héa ma con 1a mot khong gian vin héa, noi phoi bay nhiéu thoi hu tat xau
cua con nguoi dudi goc nhin trao 16ng. Cho 1a noi “tu hdi tam thoi” ciia di hang nguoi — tir ngudi
ban dén nguoi mua, tir dan nghéo dén ké gian manh — do d6, rat d& nay sinh tinh hudng bi hai.
Qua 07 truyén nhu Tu tur bcing bun, ruou, Mung vo di cho ve, Cdi tdi tham an, Téi bi dau bung,
Thira mét con thi c6,... c6 thé thiy cho tré thanh noi phoi bay théi tham dn, ndi dbi. Nhiéu truyén
con khai thac tdm li “4n hang”, “thém an”, “trén chong di cho” dé tao nén nhirng tinh hudng gy
cudi dam chét doi thuong. Khong gian cho trong truyén cudi dan gian vi thé vira goi cam giac
gan giii, vira 13 sdn khau xa hoi thu nhé — noi dan gian thoa sirc boc 160 mau thuan tmg xir giita
ngudi v6i ngudi qua nhiing tiéng cudi hai hude nhung ciing ddy phé phan, ty trio.

Nhu vy, khong gian lang qué trong truyén cuoi dan gian Viét Nam khong chi phan chiéu
hién thuc xa hoi truyen thong, ma con thé hién quan niém thim mi ddc trung cua van hoa dan
gian —mot céi nhin trin thé, hom hinh va binh dan hoa hién tugng doi song. Tiéng cudi phat sinh
tir d6 khong chi mang tinh giai tri, ma con 1a cong cu phé phan xa hoi sic sao. Qua ling kinh giéu
nhai, nguoi dan da dua vao truyén cudi nhitng thoi hu tat x4u nhu tham lam, hach dich, hao danh,
ham quyén,... — tat ca trd thanh d6i twong bi cham biém nhim canh tinh, rin de mot cach nhe
nhang ma thim thia. Tiéng cudi vi thé khong chi 1a sy mua vui, ma con 13 “co ché ty diéu chinh
dao dtrc cong déng”, dua trén y thirc tu giac, noi gia tri con nguoi dugc do béng ung xur va kha
nang tiép nhan phé binh, hon 13 quyén luc hay dia vi.

2.1.2. Khong gian gia dinh

Khong gian gia dinh 1a moi trudng sinh hoat than thudc, gan giii nhat trong doi séng ngudi
Viét, noi dién ra cac moi quan hé co ban nhu vo chong, cha con, me chong — nang déu,... Trong
truyén cuoi dan gian, day cing la bbi canh quen thudc dé phoi bay nhimng xung dot doi thuong
va tao nén tiéng cudi trao phiing mang tinh gido huan.

Trong nhiéu truyén, tinh huéng dién ra trong pham vi hep ctia mai nha, gian phong than
thuoc. Khong gian gia dinh cung cip khung canh thuan loi dé dan gian xay dyung tinh hudng gy
cudi mdt cach tu nhién va nhanh gon. Bdi nguoi nghe da qua quen véi cac quan hé trong nha, truyén
c6 thé di thang vao mau thuin ma khong can dan dat dai d(‘)ng Mau thuin hai huéc dit trong khong
gian doi thuong cang tang hiu qua giy cuoi, vi hanh vi léch chuan dién ra ngay noi 18 ra phai
day trat tu, né nép. Chang han, truyén Nguoi vo gidi tinh ké chuyén chi vo lam co gid bén ngoai,
vira g6i banh vira... dn bot dan, tir mudi cai con mot rdi an ludn cai cudi cung [7; 340-344]. Tuong
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tu, truyén Chay 10i ndo ké chuyén g hio sic tréu phu nir dang cho con bu, bi chdng chi danh vi
thoi cti khong chura [8; 227]. Cac truyén nhu Vo chong an vung, Trimg ngot cing phO’l bay tinh
xau nhu tham an, vung v&, ngu ngo trong doi song hang ngay. Nhu’ng chi tiét rat “nguoi” ay duoc
tai hién trong khong gian bép niic, phong ngu, san nha... — noi tir riéng tur tré' thanh “san khau”
cho tiéng cuoi ché nhe nhang ma thém thia. Nhu nha nghién ctru Hoang Tién Tyu tirg nhan dinh,
day 1a “tiéng cuoi mang ngi dung y nghfa xd hoi ré rét, cdi bi cuoi la nhitng théi hie tGt xau dang
phé phan” [9; 89] diénra ngay trong ndi b nhan dan. Nho truyén cuoi, hanh vi bi cuoi khong chi
bi ché gidu ma con duoc diéu chinh, mdi mau chuyén 1a mot bai hoc luén 1i nhe nhang. That vy,
qua khong gian gia dinh — hay néi cach khac, qua viéc muon bdi canh gia dinh quen thudc — dan
glan da trién khai tiéng cudi nhu mot hinh thire tur phé binh va gidao hoa nhe nhang. Nhung hanh
vi léch chuén nhu tham an, vung vé, héo sic... bi dua ra giéu nhai khong chi d& mua vui, ma con
dé nguoi nghe soi xét, ty didu chinh. Khéng it truyén trd thanh bai hoc tmg x\r sinh dong, gitip
cung cb dao li theo cach kin ddo ma sau sic. Nhu vay, gia dinh trong truyén cudi khong chi 1a
phong nén hi¢u qua cho tinh hudng hai, ma con 1a manh dat dé tiéng cudi dan gian thyc hién chire
nang xa hoi — dao dirc mot cach ty nhién va bén bi.

Trong khéng gian gia dinh, hai tiéu khong gian thuong xuyén xuat hién, ndi bat nhit 13 khong
gian ban an va phong riéng vo chong. Day 1a nhimg khong gian vira doi thuong, vira dé phat sinh
mau thuan tim li, Gmg xr — tir d6 trd thanh moi trudng li tudng dé kich hoat tiéng cudi trao phing.

Ban an 1a noi cac thanh vién quay quan dung bira, thé hién vin héa tng xir va quan hé tinh
cam gia dinh. Trong vin hoa Viét, day con la khong gian chia sé, phan anh nép séng. Tuy vdy,
trong truyén cuoi dan gian, ban an thuong tr¢ thanh noi phoi bay thoi tham an, ich ki hodc gia
dbi. C6 dén 78 truyén lién quan dén ban an — cho thiy mirc d6 pho bién va hiéu qua gay cudi cua
bdi canh ndy. Truyén Kéo hén lac dan di ké chuyén mot anh an hét bbn con ca r6i méi moi ban
an con cudi, ban lién nhuong lai “kéo nd lac dan” [8; 30]. Truyén Tdm dau y hop phoi bay su gia
dbi che day tinh ich ki: vo miic canh nac cho chong, m& cho khach, chong lai khen “tim dau y
hop!” [5; 17-18]. Cac truyén nhu Con to con nho, Thi moi ca lang nita a?, Thi tao... déu khai thac
tinh hubng tranh an, gianh loi trén mam com — vén dugc xem 1a khong gian thiéng liéng. Theo
Tir dién biéu twong thé gidi, cai ban khong chi dé an ma con “goi y niém vé bira an hiép hoi. ..
hinh anh cia mét trung tam tinh than” [10; 51]. Tiéng cudi phét sinh tir su dbi 1ap giita ki vong
dao dirc va thuc té ich ki, tao nén hiéu qua trao phing tham thia.

Khong gian phong riéng vo chong, déc biét 1a phong the, la mot “san khu” hiéu qua cia
truyén cuoi dan gian nguoi Viét. Co dén 173 truyén mang yéu to tinh duc, trong d6 37 truyén lay
phong riéng lam b01 canh. Theo quan niém truyén théng, day la noi thleng lleng, biéu twong hanh
phuc, duy tri noi glong Nhung trong truyén cudi, khong gian nay lai bi giai thi€ng, tr¢ thanh noi
xdy ra nhimg tinh hudng hai hudc, tré tréu. Vi 1a khong gian riéng tu cia vo chong nén nhiing
ngudi la xudt hién tai day thudng bi xem 14 bat hao. Trong Nam mé... boong!, cic nhan vat nhu
su, li truong, thiy do déu 1a ké hao sic, bi bat qua tang, chui vao gadm giudng, hom quan 4o, roi
bi don, bi dua ra dinh vach mét. Céc truyén nhu Dém dong phong, Chép cheng, C6 ddu thir tai
chi ré, Cé ai thing bung khong, Anh hai vo,. .. déu khai thac su vung v€, ngdy ngo hoac dbi thoai
tran tryi, phan 4nh mau thuén va bat cap trong doi séng chan gdi. Trong x3d hoi xua, vi nha cira
chat choi, nhiéu thé hé séng chung, nén phong riéng la diéu kho c6 — khién céc tinh huéng nhu
trong céc truyén Bén keo, Chap cheng, C6 ddu thik tdi chii ré... tr& nén chan thyc, gan giii. Nhiing
truyén nay khong chi hai hudc ma con boc tach 16p dao duc gia, phan anh doi song ban nang —
sinh li ciia con ngudi, von bi che day trong x4 hoi phong kién.

bic biét, trong khong gian riéng tu ay, chiéc giwong — v6i tu cach 1a vat dung trung tim —
mang y nghia biéu tugng manh mé. Theo Chevalier, J., Gheerbrant, A., “cdi givong mang y nghia
hai chiéu ctia d4t: n6 truyén thy va thu hat sy séng’ [10 365]. Glu’orng la noi yéu duong, nghi
ngoi, sinh nd — biéu twgng song tring giita tinh yéu va sy tai tao. Nhung khi di vao truyén cuoi,
chiéc giwdng tré thanh noi phoi bay ban chét that ciia nhan vat: ho sic (Chdnh tong phdi don),
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tro trao, vu loi (Thoi chira dén chét), hay dam ué nup bong dao mao. Tur khong gian riéng tu, hanh
vi 1éch chuén thanh trung tdm gay cuoi, khoi (day stc manh cham biém Dén gian khong n¢ tranh
chu dé nhay cam, ma khai thac khéo 1éo dé tao nén hé thim mi tleng cudi “tran thé”, phong
khoang. Truyén cudi vira ti€u khién, vira giai thiéng, phé phan cac chuin muc gia tao va thé hién
khat vong song manh mé&. Khong gian phong riéng khong chi “than mat hoa” tinh hudng gay cudi
ma con phan chiéu sinh déng cac mau thuin x3 hoi — tam 1i — van hoa. Tleng cudi bat ra tir d6i
lap giira quy pham va ban ning, giita dao duc i tudng va doi sdng thyc té. Viée truyén cudi dam
dua phong the — von 1a khong gian cim ki trong vin hoc bac hoc — cho thy tinh than dan chu
manh m&. Duéi hinh thirc hai hudc, truyén cudi giai thiéng 18 giao, dong thoi thira nhan tinh duc
nhu mot phan tu nhién. Tiéng cudi nho thé tro thanh “phuong tién” phan khang va giai toa trong
céu tric xa hoi gia truong, Khéng gian phong riéng, tuy khép kin, nhung lai phoi bay ban chat
con ngudi — noi dan gian dung tiéng cuoi dé vira chat van, vira hoa giai dinh kién xa hoi mot cach
sdu sic va nhan van.

Nhu vay, tir mai nha chung dén ban an, phong riéng hay nhitng goc khuét trong sinh hoat,
khéng gian gia dinh trong truyén cudi dan gian khong chi 1a bbi canh ma con 1a diém hoi ty gia
trj nhan sinh. Qua d6, nhitng nghich 1i, 1éch chuén trong doi sdng dugc phoi bay qua tiéng cudi.
Viéc khai thac cac khong gian quen thudc nay khong chi tao tiéng cudi ma con phan anh sy méc
mac, chdn thdt ciia doi song dan gian. Pay 1a kiéu khong gian phd bién trong truyén cudi, cho
thiy mbi lién hé mat thiét giira khong gian gia dinh va cac chuan muyc dao li. Nho d6, truyén cudi
vira khic hoa doi séng thudng nhat, vira gop phan diéu chinh hanh vi, ciing cé dao Ii trong cong
ddng truyén théng.

2.1.3. Khong gian cong duwdng, cong quyén

Trong truyén cuoi dan gian Viét Nam, c6 46 truyén lién quan dén kiéu nhdan vt quan lai.
Gén lién voi kiéu nhan vat nay 1 khdng gian phdp Ii nhu cong dudng, phi duong, dinh quan —
vé6n 14 noi tuong trung cho sy nghiém minh va cong li. Nhung dudi lang kinh dan gian, noi nay
bi “dao chiéu”, tré thanh bdi canh gy cudi, noi dién ra nhiéu vu xtr kién tré tréu va bat cong. Tai
day, nhimg h1nh anh nghiém trang bi dat vao tinh hudng phi li, phoi bay ban chat 16 bich, tham
lam cua tang 16p cam quyén. Céc truyén nhu Thay kién ci khoai, Nhieng né phai bang hai may,
Bam, toan gao, muoi, Hai kiéu do,. .. da bién cong duong thanh mot “san khau xa héi”, noi tiéng
cuoi trd thanh hinh thirc phan khang sdc sao d6i voi thuc tai phong kién.

Khong chi gdy cudi don thuan, nhitng truyén cudi trong khéng gian phdp Ii con ham chira
tiéng cudi da kich siu cay. Trong Nhung né phdi bang hai may, vu kién gitta Cai va Ngb té céo
thang nan hdi 16 tring tron chén cong dudng. Li trudng xir theo d6 day phong bi: “Tao biét may
phi... nhung nd lai phai... bang hai may!” [11; 75— —76]. Cau noi vira nyc cuoi, vira phoi bay sy
tha héa dao dirc noi cdm can nay myc. Trong Cir bdo tuoz Siuu o dwgc khong?, 6ng quan “thanh
liém” tirc gian khi nhan duoc. .. chudt bac vi tudi Ty, rdi ngod y “tang gid’ > bang cau: “Cir bdo tudi
Suu ¢6 dwoc khong? . Dan gian da khéo 1€o dung ngon ngir déi thogi va tinh huong trao phung
dé 1at tay su dao mao gia tao, cho thay dang sau chiéc 40 quan 1a ké tham lam, thién cén va déng
cudi. Tiéng cudi & day vi vay vira 14 [6i 10 cdo, vira 13 hanh vi bdc tran quyén liec gid tao, thé hién
15 tinh chat phé phan xa hoi sau sic cua truyén cuoi dan gian.

Nhu da biét, phan 16n truyén cuoi luu truyen dén nay thudc thoi ki phong kién suy tan (thé
ki XVI-XIX) — giai doan ma uy thé giai cdp thong tri suy yéu, nhiéu mit xau bi phoi bay. Trong
tdm thirc nguoi Viét, quan dugce goi 1a quan phu mau, dugc ton kinh va trong vong. Khi dén nha
quan, “phai bo giay, phai co dd 12 va phai lay hai lay goila lay trinh” [12; 232]. Tuy nhién, tir thoi
Trinh Giang, ché d6 mua quan ban chirc tran lan khién “ai ¢ tlen la dugc quyén tri dan, chu
khong can co6 tai nang gi ca” [12; 342]. Vi the nhiéu quan phy mdu chi lo tu thi. Insun Yu cing
nhan dinh: “Trong nganh tu phap, su sa doa tram trong hon ca (...) phan 16n cic quan tda déu dn
héi 16” [13; 177]. Cong duong — vén 1a biéu tugng cong li — trong truyén cuoi dan gian trg thanh
phong nén cho nhiing phién xir diy bt cong, lam quyén va dao dirc gia. Qua dé, tiéng cudi dan
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gian dong vai tr6 nhu mot phwong tién ddu tranh xd hoi, noi nguoi dan “noi that” bang giong hai
huéc dé t céo sy suy thoai ctia bd may cong quyen

Trong khong gian cong duong, b6 mot tiéu khong gian phi tran thé —noi cac phién xir dién
ra & am phu hay thién dinh — nhu:ng thuc chat 1a phan chiéu chuyén duong gian. Day la hinh thirc
an du trao 16ng dic sdc: dan gian “muon xac” thé gidi siéu nhién dé tranh da dong truc tiép ma
van phé phan sau cay. Trong Diém Vieong thém dn thit, hon con lon kéu oan khién Diém Vuong
bat thot: “Thoi théi! Du roi... ding noi nira tao thém...” [14; 261], phoi bay 1ong tham tran tuc
ctia ké xir an. Tuong tu, Xin dai vieong dinh lai cho mét dém ké chuyén ké co cong bi day, ké xau
dugc vinh danh. Nhitng phién xir siéu nhién 4y 1a tim guong phan chiéu cong 1i doi thyc — noi
nguoi ngay bi vui dap, ké &c dugc dung tung. Qua do, truyén cuoi thé hién tri tué phéan bién sau
sac va kha ning phé phém x3 hoi sic sao cua dan gian Viét Nam.

Trong lang xa truyen théng cua nguoi Viét, dinh lang khong chi la trung tam tin ngudng ma
con la bleu tugng quyén luc cong dong va khong gian hanh chinh ty quan. Day 1a noi dan lang
hoéi hop, to chtrc 18 hoi, xét xir theo luat tuc dia phuong. Trong truyén cudi dan gian, dinh lang
thuong xuat hién dudi goc nhin trao phing, noi quyén lyc bi tha hoa, nghi thic cong dong troy
thanh c6ng cu ap birc ngudi yéu thé. Co it nhat 07 truyén ghi lai tinh huong li truong, hoi dong
loi dung dinh lang dé xtr phat phu nit chira hoang, ngu(n nghéo, ké thip cb bé hong — du6i danh
nghia bao vé thuan phong nhung thyc chat 1a “an va”. Truyén Ddi mau dwa vo, Co [e giéng Cai
ay cua lang... khong chi phoi bay su lam quyen ma con cho thay cach dan gian ding tiéng cuol
vach tran bat cong trong thiét ché cong dong. Theo Phan Cam Thuong, phat va trong lang c6 1a
mot hinh thirc an uong tan nhén khién nguoi pham 15 phai ban nha, ban ruong, thdm chi ban than
[15; 56-57]. Tiéng cudi dan gian, vi thé, khong chi 1a giai toa ma con 1a su phan tinh sau sic vé
ban chat quyén luc, cong li va dao li trong mdi trudng lang xA.

C6 thé thay, cac truyén xu kién khong chi phan anh bat cap trong cong quyén, ma con thé
hién sy tinh tdo, sic sao cia nhan dan trong nhan dién quyén luc. Céng duwong — noi 18 ra tugng
trung cho cong li — trong truyén cudi dan gian lai tré thanh noi phoi bay nghich 1i xa hoi. Bang
101 d6i dap tham sdu, dau tri thong minh, dan gian di bién tiéng cudi thanh mot “vii khi mém” dé
bao vé cong li, d& cao tri tué binh dan. Khong gian cong dwong, vi thé, 1a biéu tuong thu nho cua
x3 hoi phong kién — noi sy tha hoa bi 16t trin bing tleng cudi chua chat nhung van day nhan van.

Khéng gian céng quyén duge chon lam phong nén trao 1ong vi mang tinh biéu twong xa hoi
cao. Céng dwong 1a san khau tai hién moi quan hé giira ké cai tri va dan chung. Sy ddo 19n, phi li
¢ day lap tire goi 1€n birc tranh xa hdi thye tai. Nguoi dan nhan ra rang cong li da bi bop méo, ke
cdm quyén vira ngu dbt vira tham lam, va dé sdng sot, ho budc phai khon vit, timg blen Khong it
truyén cho thiy dan 1at nguoc thé co ngay tai phap dinh. Trong Quan doi véi ché, vé dbi “Con
ché vang an cuc cirt vang” khién quan “Quan huyén Thach sang bén do Thach” climg hong. Tie leng
cuoi bt ra khong chi tir chdt tuc ma con tir sw bé mdt ciia tang I6p quyen uy. Truyén Co [é giong,
Cai ay ciia lang... 1a nhitng don * h01 ma thuong” cia nguoi dan — bién cong duong thanh noi
gidu nhai, 14t tiy, va phan khang quyén luc bang mét thit “phdn bién mém” ddy tri tué dan gian.

Toém lai, viéc dua khong gian cong dudong vao truyén cuodi dan gian khong chi 1a Iya chon
nghé thuit ma con 14 tuyén ngdn tu tudng: din ching tuy thap cb bé hong nhung luén tinh tio,
sang sudt, va biét ding tiéng cudi nhur mot hinh thirc phan xét cong 1i. Chinh vi thé, truyén cuoi trao
phing vé quan lai V'fm co suc song 1au dai — khong chi phan anh xa hoi phong kién suy doi ma con
dé lai bai hoc sau sic vé quyén luc, dao dirc va trach nhiém céng quyén trong moi thoi dai.

2.1.4. Khong gian tam linh

Bén canh nhitng khong gian doi thuong nhu lang mac, gia dinh, cong duong..., truyén cuoi
dan gian Viét Nam con khai thac mot khong gian dic biét: khdng gian tam linh. Day 1a kiéu khong
gian ngh¢ thuat gan véi tin ngudng, tén gido hodc siéu nhién — nhu chua chién, dinh miéu, nha
tho, thién dinh, 4m phii. Khong gian nay phan anh thé giéi linh thiéng theo twong twgng dan gian,
nhung lai duoc thé hién qua lang kinh trao 16ng, noi than thanh bi tran tuc héa, quy chudn bi ddo
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Ion, tao tiéng cudi cham biém sau sic. Tai day, dan gian ty do hu cAu, giéu nhai cac yéu td nghiém
trang, giri gam thong diép xa hoi bang tiéng cuodi hom hinh, day tinh phan bién

Khong gian tdm linh trong truyén cuoi mang ddc trung pha tron gitra yéu to thiéng va tuc,
tao nén ngh1ch li hai huge. Nhiing biéu tuong nhu Phat, Diém Vuong, ma quy... dugc dua vao
truyén voi giong diéu giéu nhai, gidi thiéng nhung khong vo 1é. Theo thong k€, c6 32 truyén thude
nhom nay — gdm 15 truyén vé chua chién, 10 truyén vé thay cing/thdy boi, va 7 truyén v€ thién
dinh, am phu. Nhu vay, khdng gian tam linh 1a mang d¢ tai phong phi, noi yéu té trao Iong, dn
du va phé phan xa héi hoa quyén vao nhau.

Trong khong gian ay, cac nhan vat dam choc gheo than linh, doi thoai véi ma quy, khién yéu
t6 linh di tré nén mia mai, phi li — chinh 1a manh d4t mau m& cho tiéng cuoi bat ra. Nhan vat trung
tam thuong 1a thay ciing, thdy béi, phdp si — nhiing nguoi ¢6 vai trd dan dat doi séng tin ngudng
nhung lai bi “ha bé” qua cac tinh hudng tr6 tréu. Trong Khit khit thém thit véi xéi, ong tir tudng
than hién vé nhung hoa ra la cy li tron vo sau vy dan diu, dang nam trong dén [14; 163] — mot
truyén ma bdt tin véi than linh ciing la bat tin véi chike sdc, thé hién 16 quan diém phan bién. Cac
truyén nhu 7 hcfy trir chon, Meo thdy cung... cho théy su Ira loc, kiém chéc dya trén mé tin, bién
nhiing khong gian thiéng nhu ban thd, am miéu, chia chién thanh birc tranh chdam biém. Nhu vay,
khéng gian tam linh tré thanh cong cu “phan bién mém” — cho phép déan gian da pha gidi tu hanh,
ha tyc ma khong di dau tryc dién véi thiét ché ton gido.

Trong khong gian tam linh, khong gian chua chién xuat hién nhiéu hon ca. Pay vbn 1a noi
linh thiéng, yéu cau con nguoi cu xu chuan muc. Thé nhung, trong truyén cuoi dan gian, nhiéu
nha su lai bién chén ndy thanh noi bu khii, pham gidr, khién tiéng cuoi bat ra tir nghich li. Truyén
Pdnh chét téi trude ké ong su nam dé 1én ba vii trong chuia. Truyén Chuyén trong chiia md ta
man tan tinh gitta nha su va ba vai: “Yéu nhau chiit goi la/ Moi vii xuong nha oan/ Ta...”. Ca dao
cung khong it cau trao phing: Mot tay g6 mo go chuong/Mot tay bop vii ¢6 nuwong nghe kinh..
Nhén vét ong su con an thit chod — diéu cAm ky trong gi6i lut. Truyén Con thanh tinh ké su thu
nhén an thit cay [11; 146]. Trong Pdu phu can, su cu nguy bién an thit cho la “dau phy”, dé r01
bi chu tiéu n6i méc: “Bach cu, dau phu lang cén dau phu chua a!” [11; 147]. Qua do, dan gian tb
c4o viéc gid tu, gid gidi, bién chén thién mén thanh noi thoa man thi in udng, nhuc dyc. Nhitng
khao sat trén cho thay khdng gian tam linh 13 “san khau” dic biét cho cac thu phéap trao phing:
gidi thiéng (thén thanh héa tran tuc), dao vai (ké dudi kién bé trén nhu Kién Troi), nghich li (thay
cling so ma, thin nhan héi 1) va dn dy (dm pha nhu cong duong). Su két hop gilra yéu t6 ki a0
va cach két truyén bat ngd (punchlzne) d3 tao nén tiéng cudi vira hai hudc vira thim thia.

O binh dién tw twong — xa héi, tiéng cudi tam linh trong truyén cudi dan gian thé hién thai
d6 tinh tao, chii dong ctia ngudi Viét. Ho phé phan gidi tu hanh gia dao dirc, cham biém mé tin,
dé cao tri khon déan gian. Tiéng cudi con 1a khat vong cong i, phan khang bat cong. Nho vay, dan
gian giai thiéng quyén luc ton gido, ché ngy ndi s¢ tim linh, va khing dinh tinh than séng cong
bang, tu do, tri tué, nhan van.

O day, chiing t6i ciing phan biét hai khong gian it nhiéu c6 sy nhap nhang: khéng gian cong
dwong va khéng gian linh thiéng. Tuy déu mang tinh trang nghiém nhung muc dich nghé thuit va
tu tuong lai khac biét. Khong gian cong dwong gin v6i quan truong, phap ludt, cac vu kién; con
khéng gian tam linh dién ra & chiia chién, 4m phi, thién dinh, c6 sy tham gia ctia than linh, ma
quy, su sdi, thdy cing. Vé ngh¢ thuat gay cuoi, truyén cong duong dua trén li su, meo xur an;
truyén tdm linh khai thac yéu t6 ki a0, giai thiéng. V& chirc nang x4 hoi, tiéng cudi cong dudng
phé phan bét cong, tiéng cudi tim linh phan bac mé tin, 4p luc tinh thin. Ca hai déu mang tinh
giai phong — mot bén khoi quyén luc hitu hinh, mot bén khoi 4m anh vé hinh. Viéc phan biét nay
gitip ta hiéu rd chirc ning va tu tudng cua truyén cudi trong timg bdi canh.

Nhu vay, khéng gian tam linh trong truyén cudi dan gian 14 kiéu khong gian dic sic, noi
tiéng cuoi trao phung vang 1én giita khoi huong trang nghiém. Bang viéc phan tich dic diém,
thong ké truyén va thii phap nghé thuat, c6 thé thiy nguoi Viét xwa da rat tinh té va sdc sdo khi
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bién yéu t6 linh thiéng thanh chat liéu hai huée. Tiéng cudi nay khong chi giau tinh nghé thuat
(an dy, dao nguoc, gidi thiéng), ma con phan anh triét Ii song ddan gian — tinh tao, hai hude va
phéan bién.

Tom lai, khong gian nghé thudt trong truyén cuoi dan gian khong chi la dia diém vat li cu
thé (nhu dinh lang, cong duong, phong ngu...), ma con dugce kién tao tir cac quan hé xa hoi giita
con ngudi voi con ngudi. Mobi tuong tac — nhu gura vo chong, thay tro, quan dén, ting tuc... —
déu c6 thé dinh hinh nén mot “tinh huéng khong gian’ sinhra tiéng cudi. Khong gian trong truyen
cuoi vi vy khong c¢b dinh, ma ludn van dong theo ciu tric twong tac xi hoi. Chinh sy va cham
giita cac vai vé, chuan myc va ki vong dao duc da tao nén  khong gian ngh¢ thuét linh hoat — noi
nhiing 1éch chuan bi phoi bay, trét tu bi ddo ngugc, va tleng cuodi bat 1én nhu mot phan tng xa
hoi sau sdc.

2.2. Vai tro ciia khéng gian ddi voi tiéng cwoi dian gian

Nhitng phan tich trén cho thay rr:ing trong truyén cuoi dan gian Viét Nam, khong gian nghé
thudt giit vai tro then chdt trong viée kién tao yéu té hai hirde va giong diéu trao phiing mang tinh
phé phan xa hoi. Tiéng cudi dan gian 1a phuong tién chdm biém, da kich cai x4u, dong thoi clng
nham muc dich giai tri. Mdi truyén thuong xoay quanh mot mdu thudn trao phing cu thé, voi
khong gian truyén — tir lang qué, gia dinh dén cong duong hay chén linh thiéng — khong chi 1am
nén, ma con gop phan lam bat 1én cac sic thai tiéng cuoi dic trung cua dan gian.

Mot dic diém ndi bét cua khong gian trong truyén cuoi dan gian la tinh phiém chi — tirc
khong xac dinh rd rang vé thoi gian va dia diém. Cac truyén thuong md dau bang cong thirc quen
thugc nhu “6 mét lang no”, “mot gia dinh kia”, goi cam giac mo ho, phi thoi gian — phi dia
phuong. Khong gian ké chuyén khong mang dac trung vung mién cu thé, giup ndi dung truyén
thoat khoi tinh cuc b, dat dén mirc khdi qudt va phé qudt cao. Nhd d6, tiéng cudi lan téa rong
qua nhiéu viing mién, thé hé. Tinh phiém chi con thé hién qua hé thong nhan vét: thay vi tén riéng,
nhan vat truyén cudi thuong chi mang chirc danh hay quan hé xd héi nhu anh chong, 6ng quan
huyén, ba goa..., nhdm phé phan nhiing kiéu nguoi phd bién trong xa hoi. Ngudi doc dé thiy minh
—hodc “ngudi lang” — trong d6. Lon cudi, do méi khong can dia danh, Bdam ché cd khong can chi
1d d6i twong, nhung déu cham dén ban chat thoi hu tat xdu. Khong gian nghé thuat nhod do6 tre
thanh mé hinh x3 hoi thu nho, noi tiéng cudi 18n tiéng thay cho luong tri cong ddng — vira siu
sdc, vira an toan, vira dﬁy chét trao long.

Mic du mang tinh phiém chi, khong xac dinh cu thé thoi gian — dia diém, truyén cuodi dan
gian nguoi Viét van thudng duge dit trong mot s6 kiéu khong gian quen thuée — mai loai khong
gian lai kién tao mot “san khiu” riéng dé tiéng cuoi bat 1én va thyc hién chirc nang xa hoi cua no.
Khong gian lang qué 1a phé bién nhét, tao nén nén canh gan giii cho nhimg truyén trdo phung nhe
nhang ma su sac. Dudi goc d6 thi phap, khong gian nong thon gop phan tao nén chat liéu doi
thuong, moc mac — mét dac trung nodi bat cua truyén cuoi dan gian Viét Nam. Lang qué hién [én
qua vai chi tiét so lugc, vira du goi hinh dung, nhudng chd cho trién khai mau thuan trao phing.
Nho sy quen thudc Ay, ngudi nghe dé hinh dung khung céanh, tir d6 hi€u timg gay cudi nhanh chong
bat ra. Khong gian nay khong chi 1am néi bat két cau ngan gon, suc tich ma con gop phan dinh hinh
giong di€u déc trung: hém hinh, di dom, thAm dAm chat dan gian binh di. Chinh tir nén tang khong
gian quen thudc d6, cac mau thuin trao 16ng dugc trinh bay sinh dong, chan thyc va d& tiép nhan —
1am nén thi phap truyén cuoi Viét, noi tiéng cudi bat ra tir nhitng diéu nhd nhit ma sau sic.

Khong gian gia dinh ciing 1a noi phat sinh nhiéu tinh huéng gy cuoi, dic biét xoay quanh
cac moi quan hé than thudc nhu vo chong, me chéng nang dau, cha con... Day la noi cac chuan
muc dao duc truyen thong duogc thu thach, noi nhiing bét cap, xung dot ung xur duge phong dai
thanh tinh huong hai hu6e. Nho gin voi doi sdng thuong ngay, tiéng cudi & day thuong nhe
nhang, d& tham, truyén tai hi¢u qua cdc bai hoc luan li mang tinh nhan van. Hai ticu khong gian
13 ban an va phong riéng vo chong gop phan lam ndi bat dic trung truyén cudi dan gian: chi can
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dit nhan vét vao bdi canh quen thugc, 10i khuéch dai nhitng 1éch chuan tiéng cuoi s& bat ra.
Khong gian gia dinh cho phép trién khai cic mau thuin nho ma siu, gan voi sinh hoat thuong
nhat, giip truyén dé len vao tam li nguoi nghe. Day ciing 1a kiéu khong gian phu hop voi két cAu
truyén ngan gon, nhiéu bat ngd — dic trung nodi bét cua truyén cudi dan gian. Cac biéu tugng quen
thugc nhu ban an, givdng ngu, gian bép... duogc 10ng ghép khéo 160, khién tiéng cudi mang tinh
phé phan ma van gan giii, doi thuong.

Khéng gian céng dwong, cong quyén 1a moi trudng li twong dé tiéng cudi trao phung cham
dén cac van dé chinh tri — xd hoi nhay cam. Dudi 16p v6 uy nghiém cua luat phap, dan gian boc
tran ban chat bat cong, tham nhiing va ngu ddt cua tang 16p quan lai. Pay 14 noi tiéng cuoi khong
chi d& mua vui ma con mang tinh phan khang — giiip nguoi dan “noi khay” ke co quyén ma khong
s¢ bi quy t01. Khong gian nay vi thé vira 1a noi gidi nén tam li bi dp birc, vira 1a dién dan dao li
dé nguoi binh déan thé hién chinh kién. Vé phuong dién thi phap, day 1a khung canh ddi thoai,
tranh luan va va cham xa hoi — mot “san khau kich” giau kich tinh dé trién khai cdc mau thuan
trao phung. Nhiing phién toa trang nghiém nhung phi li thuong duoc day dén dinh diém bang két
ciu dao nguoc logic — mot thu phap quen thudc trong truyén cuoi dan gian. Kiéu nhén vat dién
hinh nhu quan lai va dan den lam noi bat sy dbi 1ap vé dia vi, hanh xur, tir d6 phoi bay bét cong
va khoi phuc cong li qua lang kinh hai hwdc, nhdn dao ciia dan gian.

Khéng gian tam linh — bao gdm thién dinh, am phu, chua chién, cdi tién... — 1a mot dang
khong gian dic thu trong truyén cudi dan gian, noi thuc tai duoc “giai gi¢i”, nhudng chd cho tri
tudng tugng tu do va sy phong chiéu trao phing. Du mang vé ngoai si€u nhién, ki 4o, nhung
chinh trong méi trudng “khong c6 that” iy, dan gian lai giri gam nhing phan tu rat that vé trat tu
x4 hoi, dao 1i con ngudi. Truyén dua con ngudi binh dan vao thé gi6i linh thiéng, tao nén nhing
tinh hudng nghich li, noi than quyén nghiém trang bi kéo xuéng doi thuong, tr thanh ddi twong
phé phan hai hudc ma séu cay. Day la khong gian 1i tudng dé dan gian sang tao nghich li trao
phung, van dung giai thiéng, dao nguoc vai v¢, an du si€u nhién, qua do thé hién tri tué phé phan
va truyen tai cac gia tri dao duc — xa héi mdt cach nhe nhang nhung ban linh.

Chinh su da dang trong kiéu loai khong gian nghé thuét di di tao nén mot hé thAm mi phong
pht cho truyén cudi dan gian Viét Nam. Khong gian quen thugc nhu gian bép, mam com, cin
buong, dong rudng — hoic khong gian trang nghiém nhu cong dudng, chén tu hanh, thién dinh —
déu dugc dan glan bién thanh sin khau cho tleng cudi: luc hén nhién, di dom; khi tham trim, siu
cay. Mdi khéng gian phan chiéu doi song, gitip tiéng cudi vira mang tinh phé phan, vira c6 gia tri
gido duc. Khong gian khong chi 12 nén canh ma con 1a “dao cu nghé thuat” tao mau thuin trao
phung. Trong Tam dai con ga, thy d6 dot nat 1i giai chi “k”’ bang chudi lién tudng vo 1i “di di
1a con du di, du di 14 chi con cong, con cong 13 6ng con ga” — tiéng cudi bat ra tir sy 1éch pha giita
vi thé ké day hoc va kién thirc that su. Truyén Nhung no phdi bcing hai may dat mot li trudng
tham nhiing vao cong dudng xtr an, dé phoi bay su phi 1i khi cong li bi quyét dinh boi phong bi,
khoéng phai li 1&. Mau thuin giita hinh thirc nghiém minh va ndi dung xtr kién 18 bich duoc day
1én dinh dlem bay chinh la cach dan gian sir dung khong gian nhu “san khiu kich”, noi thoi hu
tat xdu bi gleu nhai bang tiéng cuoi sic sao va thAm dam nhan sinh.

Thuc té cho thiy, mau thuin trao phung trong doi séng thuong bi che gidu dudi vo boc 18
nghi quy tic hodc quyén lyc. Truyén cudi co vai trd “giai cu trac” nhiing gia tao ay bang tiéng
cuoi, va khong gian chinh la bé phong dé diéu do hién 6. Nhimng noi cang trang nghiém, cang
“ding d“ ” thi khi ¢6 hanh vi nguogc chuan xay ra, tiéng cudi cang bat ra dir doi. Su tuong phan
giita cai “nén 13” va cai “dang 13" 1am noi bat sy phi li — tir d6, dan gian vira dwoc giai tri, vira
dugc nhic nhd. Mau thuin noi tai trong khong gian cting tao nén xung dot trao phing. Trong bre
tranh khong gian truyén cuoi, ta thdy nhitng mang dbi lap: lang qué yén binh nhung c6 tay hang
xom xang bdy; gia dinh gia gido nhung c6 anh chong ich ki; chon hoc duong “tréng ngudi” nhung
chira thdy d6 héo séc; coi Phat thanh tinh nhung day su sdi gia tu. Khong gian lic nay khong chi
12 bbi canh ma tré thanh thanh t6 chira dung nghich 1i, noi trat tw bi dao chiéu, hinh thic dbi choi
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ndi dung, ki vong dung d ban chat. Nhu véy, khong gian ngh¢ thuét trong truyén cuoi khong chi
phan anh méi truong sdng, ma con duoc to chirc ¢6 chu dich de lam 16 18 cac nghich 1i hai hudec.
Nho @6, truyén cudi dan gian thé hién mot cach kin dao nhung sic sao tinh than phan bién va khat
vong cong li ciia ngudi binh din — noi mi hoc dan gian gip g& dao li, va tiéng cuoi bién khong
gian thanh chén “phoi bay” va “thtc tinh”.

Tt nhitng phén tich trén c6 thé thdy, khong gian ngh¢ thuat trong truyén cuoi dén gian la
tam guong phan chiéu xa hoi, noi tu tudng va cai nhin cua nguoi dan vé thé gidi dugc thé hién ty
nhién ma siu sic. Moi khong gian — tur chén lang qué, mai nha, cong duong dén the gio1 tdm linh
— déu gop phan kién tao tinh hudng gdy cuoi va ham chira khat vong 4m thim vé mot cude song
cong bang hon. Tiéng cuoi khong chi dé mua vui hay giai toa ap lyc, ma con mang theo tinh than
dan chu — tiéng no6i binh dan doi cong 1i — va tinh than nhan ban, khi truyén cudi [én an cai x4u
dé ton vinh cai thién. Khong gian trong truyén cudi khong chi la boi canh ké chuyén, ma con la
phuong tién nghé thuat chuyén tai quan diém dao dirc, khat vong nhan van va tinh than phan
khang. Truyén cuoi tuy gian di, ngan gon nhung nhd ngh¢ thuét t6 chuc khong gian linh hoat va
sac sdo, da tro thanh thir “vi khi mém’ > day thuyét phuc, gop phan cai tao xi hoi bang chinh tiéng
cudi — mot tiéng cudi thidm dAm tri tué dan gian va li tudng dao dirc ctia nguoi Viét Nam.

3. Két luan

Tom lai, khong gian nghé thudt trong truyén cwoi dan gian Viét Nam khong chi 1a phong nén
ké chuyén ma con 1a phuong tién dac biét gitp phoi bay, kich hoat va chuyén tai mau thuan trao
phung mét cach hi¢u qua. MGéi kiéu khong gian — tur lang qué, gia dinh, cong dwong dén thé gici
tam linh — déu gop phan tao nén mot “truong dién hai kich” dac thu, noi tiéng cudi dan gian dugc
sinh thanh, lan toa va luu gitr qua thoi gian. Trong khong gian ay, nhirng théi hu tat xdu, bt cong,
phi li cia doi song xa hoi duoc phong chibu, khuech dai va gicu nhai du6i lang kinh trao phiing
ddy ban linh va nhdn van. Khong gian cang gan thuc tai, tiéng cuoi cang tro nén doi thuong, ty
trao; khong gian cang siéu thuc, tinh phan bién va chat chdm biém cang sau sic, an toan. Nho to
chirc khong gian linh hoat, truyén cuoi dan gian khong chi ding lai & giai tri ma vuon toi chiéu
sdu tu tudng — phan anh y thirc dan chu, tinh than phan khiang mém va tri tué tdp thé ciia nhan
dan. Qua do cho thiy, nghién ctru khong gian truyén cuoi khong chi 1a di tim bdi canh, ma 1a lan
theo logic ngam clia cu trac méau thudn, noi tiéng cudi bat 1én nhu mot hinh thirc phan xét xa hoi
giau tinh triét li va nhan van.
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