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Abstract. The famous American writer Shirley
Jackson has a modest number of works, but her
ideological influence is very wide. With her unique
minimalist psychological writing style, her short
stories create many gaps and layers of meaning.
Readers are encouraged to participate in co-
creation, which has given Jackson's stories the
advantage of being easily adaptable to readers over
time. The art of exploiting the sinful corners of the
human soul is also a strength of Jackson's stories.
That has created temporary reactions from readers
who are used to stories praising morality, but later
they were recognized as unique pieces of literature
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Tém tit. Nit van si noi tiéng nguoi My Shirley
Jackson c6 s6 luong tac pham khiém t6n nhung sirc
lan toa tu tudng cta ba that rong 16n. Vi 16i viét
tam 1i — t6i gian dac thu, truyén ngin cia ba tao
dugc nhiéu khoang tréng va nhiéu tang bac nghia.
Ngudi doc duge khuyén khich tham gia dong sang
tao. Piéu d6 da mang lai cho truyén ctia Jackson
mot vu diém 1a dé thich tng vé6i cac dbi trong doc
qua thoi gian. Nghé thuat khai thac cac goc khuat
t6i 18i trong tdm hdn ngudi ciing 14 thé manh cua
truyén Jackson. Piéu d6 dd tao nén nhimg phan
g nhét thoi tir phia nguoi doc von di quen véi
kiéu truyén ngoi ca dao duc, nhung vé sau chung

about bad customs that hinder human freedom and ~ dugc thira nhan nhu nhiing ang vin doc déo vé

happiness. nhirng hu tuc, ngén can sy ty do va hanh phuc ctia
con nguoi.
Keywords: Shirley  Jackson, Minimalist  Tir khod: Shirley Jackson, tam li tdi gian, truyén
Psychological, Short Stories, American Writer, ngan, nha van M¥, X6 so.
Lottery.
1. Mé dau

Noi tiéng véi Kiét tc X6 so (The Lottery, 1948) va nhiing van dé dit ra trong tac pham luon
thach thirc nguoi doc bao thé hé, nhung viéc dich va nghién cau vé Shirley Jackson & Viét Nam
hau nhu hoan toan ving bong cho dén khoang dau thap ki 2020. Ké tir khi Cong ti phat hanh sach
San Hd Books té chirc dich truyén cua ba sang tiéng Viét va in sach, thi da xuit hién mot sb bai
diém séach hozc bai gioi thiéu trén cac béo, tap chi. Nam 2022, tiéu thuyét Ta van ludn song trong
ldu dai ra mat doc gia Viét Nam, Ngd Thuan Phat da gidi thiéu Jackson qua bai viét Ta van ludn
song trong lau dai: Qua chudng & mong caa Shirley Jackson nhu “tac phim doc déo va ciing
khéc la cua Shirley Jackson. Ngoai tai ning thé hién & viéc sang tao ra nhitng khdng khi gothic,
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n6 ciing cho thdy phan anh mét mat nao d6 cua chinh Shirley Jackson, vé mong muén thoét li
khoi con ngudi muc rudng chinh minh dang 13” [1].

Niam 2023, tap truyén ngan Nguwoi tinh ac quy, dugc San H6 Books phdi hop véi nha xuét
ban Thanh nién, da xuét hi¢n trén thi truong sach ¢ Viét Nam. Ngé Minh trong “Nhing ban thé
gao thét trong truyén ngén cua Shirley Jackson”, in vao dip tap truyén ngan Ngueoi tinh &c quy ra
mat nguoi doc, da ghi nhan: “Shirley Jackson ndi tiéng véi cac tac pham ki bi, kinh di nhung c6
thé ndi rang dinh nghia vé thé loai nay chi nhu 13 mot 16p vo dugc ba dung dé “hién thuc hoa”
nhiing ting nghia sau” [2].

Nghién ctu vé Shirley Jackson trén thé gisi that phong pha. Trong sudt gan thé ki qua, tac
pham ciia ba d4 thu hut trén ca ngan cong trinh Ién nho. Muc tir “Shirley Jackson” ciia Britannica
ghi nhan tiéu diém sang tac trong truyén cua ba: “chu dé chung 1a su hién dién cua cai 4c va su
hdn loan ngay bén dudi bé mit cua cudc séng thuong ngay” [3].

Cho dén nay, viéc danh gia lai Shirley Jackson van dang 1a chi dé ndng trong gigi nghién
ctru. Nam 2020, trong cong trinh “Am anh cam xuc: Shirley Jackson va sach lugc anh huéng
(Haunting Feelings: Shirley Jackson and the Politics of Affect)”, Patrycja Antoszek da phan tich
nguoén goc hinh thanh nén tinh da nghia va cach thac truyén ngan Jackson anh huong sau rong
trén thé gioi: “Tuy nhién hau hét doc gia va gisi phé binh hin dong y rang diéu tao nén nét dic
trung cho tac pham Jackson khdng chi bai su tap trung vao viéc ké v& nhiing trang thai tam 1i mo
hd ma con bai tai, va quan trong hon 1a mét quyén ndng tdc dong dac biét (a particular affective
intensity)” [4].

Elizabeth Hand, vao nam 2023 di soi chiéu nhitng sy viéc kinh hoang vira din ra trén thé
gidi vai nhimg gi dugc xem 12 1oi dy béo cua Shirley Jackson vé nhitng tham hoa mo hd c6 thé
xay ra nhung loai nguoi duong nhu khong thé tranh. Nhan dé bai bao cua tac gia cho ching ta
thay rd diéu do: “Ba 4y da phoi bay su mong manh cua céi goi la cugc séng van minh”: tai sao
ndi kinh hoang cua Shirley Jackson lai n6i vé thoi dai cia ching ta”. Theo Hand, “Ngay nay, tac
pham cua Jackson c6 mot su cong hudng dac biét dang lo ngai, khi trdi nghiém cua ching ta vé
dai dich; cac bao céo vé nhiing ké bao loan hoanh hanh khap Bién Capitol Hoa Ky va bén ngoai
gia treo ¢ dwoc dung van con twoi mai trong ki Gc [...]. Dau vay, du Jackson cd thira nhan c&c van
dé vé& lam dung va bt lyc cua phu nit, nhung 13 rang nhitng nan nhan trong truyén cua ba cudi
cuing thudng gianh duogc thé thuong phong, hodc it nhat 1a mot phuong thire sinh ton méi” [5].

Trong pham vi bai viét nay, ching t6i chi y dén mot dic trung cua truyén ngan Shirley
Jackson. D6 1a yéu tinh tam Ii toi gian. Pay 1a dau gach ndi gita bt phap md ta tam Ii, vén thinh
hanh trong khoang cudi thé ki 19, du thé ki 20 va bat phap tdi gian, phat trién manh ¢ My tur
nhitng nam 1930 tr di va tro thanh cdt Ii trong nhiéu sang tac hau hién dai.

2. Noi dung nghién ciru
2.1. Sw két giao gitra “tam 1i”, “t6i gian” va “két bat ngo”

Shirley Jackson (1916-1965) séng tac vao chiang cudi caa cha nghia hién dai, nhung 15i viét
cua ba cé phan thién sang cac gia tri nghé thuat hau hién dai. Truyén cua ba rat hip dan, khong
phai vi d6 1a tic phdm ctiia mot vian hao ling danh, ma lai 1a cua mot tac gia viét mot kiéu truyén
doc dao, & tim cao cua thé loai, mang tinh d6i thoai [6] & tAng sau cia ngon tir. Tuy truyén ngan
cua Shirley Jackson (1916-1965) khdng ndi tiéng bang nha vin cung thoi Ernest Hemingway
(1899-1961) va Raymond Carver (1938-1988) sau nay, nhung mang truyén toi gian cta ba thi
khéng hé thua kém hai bac thay truyén ngan Kia. Shirley Jackson chao doi sau nim sau khi O.
Henry (1862-1910) va Mark Twain (1835-1910) qua doi. Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) [7] ciing
mét rat lau trude do. Nhirng tac gia nay, it nhiéu da dé lai dau an trong truyén cua Shirley Jackson.
Ngudn mach truyén ngan My vi thé ludn tién trién, duoc khoi méi boi nhleu tai nang. Co thé nOI
riéng vé truyén ngén, nuéc My duong nhu khong co ddi thu trén dia cau. Trong dé, truyén ngan

4



Truyén tam li téi gian cua Shirley Jackson

cua Shirley Jackson vinh vién 1a mot phan cia di san vin chuong My.

Tuy nhién, do sy dbi thoai giita cac dién ngén khong nging van dong trong su tuong tac voi
ngudi doc, nén truyén cua ba khong dé doc va khong phai luc nao canh phé binh cling thong nhat
quan diém. “Vao nam 2010, khi Thu vién Hoa Ky xuat ban mot 4n pham gom céc tac pham chon
loc cuia Jackson, do Joyce Carol Oates bién tap, mot nha phé binh cua to Newsweek phan déi rang
viéc 1am do chi 1a cong céc: “Shirley Jackson u? Nha vin gan nhu ndi tiéng vai chi mot truyén
ngan, X so. Thu vién Hoa Ky mudn dam dau vao ca map chiang?” [3]. Nhan dinh nay cho thay
viéc hiéu truyén ciia Shirley Jackson dau hé don gian. Mac dui ba ndi tiéng vai loai truyén kinh di
gothic, vbn dé hap dan nguoi doc. Thé nhung, 16i viét da an du ciia Jackson lai khién truyén cua
ba van chua thé chinh phuc hét moi tang I6p nguoi doc. Thém nita, khong it doc gia lai hiéu sai
diéu ba muon ndi trong truyén. Nhleu nha nghién ctru da chi ra diéu nay: “Ngac nhién va tac gian
boi ba tin riang c6 su hiéu sai vé tic pham ciia minh, trong khi nha van can nhic can than moi
quan hé gitra y tuong tham mi va ngon tir minh sir dung dé biéu dat, giita nhitng du dinh duoc
tinh toan cua ba vai cac noi dung v thirc trong tac pham” [4], ngudi doc lai di chéch khoi ¥ dd
t6t dep cuia nha van.

S6 hitu van phong dung di nhung ham nghia thi luén diy 4p va an siu sau cau chit, rit dic
trung cho tw s tam i tai gian: y nhj, gidn doan va két bat nge, truyén cua Shirley Jackson hau
nhu ving bong cét truyén, khdng cé cac su kién giat gan, khong két thic cé hau, chi 1a nhitng chi
tiét don gian,... nhung bang cach nao dé, ba mé hoic ngudi doc bang cach ké khéng c6 chuyén
va da phan 1a khudc tir cai két theo kiéu truyén thdng. LSi viét ciia Jackson c6 phan thién vé Thién
tinh, doi hoi nguoi doc phai 6 Thién tdm thi co may méi hiéu dugc chiéu siu y nghia vin tir.

Shirley Jackson thuong st dung cach ké phan than, hodc song trung, dong dang dé xay dung
nhan vat. Mot ¢6 gai tré (Phan xi qua giao dau) [10] SOng & chung cu, ndi gian vi ai do lén vao
nha ldy di vai tht l4t vat. Viéc do cu lap lap lai nhleu lan. C theo dbi va biét duoc thu pham la
mot ngudi dan ba ludng tudi ¢ tng dudi. Co quyét dinh den gip dé canh céo con ngudi Xau xa
kia. Nhung roi, khi budc vao cian phong noi nguoi phu nit séng ¢ don, khong chong con, ¢ gal
bdng thay c6 mot sw dong cam, gan gui mo hd nao d6 dang nhen nhém trong cd. DAu vay ¢d van
gian tiép canh cdo nguoi phu nit kia vé théi toc mach. Nho sy can dam tim dén noi & cia nguoi
phu nit, ¢ gai maéi dugc biét cac can ho déu “cé chung chia khoa”. Dén luot ¢d, mot ngay no,
trong phtic cam co don hay sy to mo trdi day, ¢d mé khoa Ién vao nha nguoi phu nit Kia, roi ciing
ngo nghiéng, luc loi, s6 m6 d6 dac va cudi ciing co lai bi chinh cha nhan can ho bat qua tang. Co
gai ¢6 phan tran cho hanh vi cia minh, nhung ngudi phu nit kia duong nhu thau hiéu moi chuyén,
noi chuyén V(n 6 nhu thé 1a ba ta da biét ngay tir dau su viéc s& dién theo cach do, cai cach moi
ngum cung “c6 chung chia khoa”. Thai d§ va ngon ngix cia ngudi phu nit kia ham chira any, co
gai tré roi cling ¢6 don, budn chan va toc mach vi ¢di doi nhat nh&o kia thoi. Nhung c6 18 chu y
ctia nguoi ké chua ding & do, truyén con goi dan dén sy thau hiéu va ddng cam caa con ngudi,
dac biét 1a nhitng nguoi tudi tac, co don, khong gia dinh, con cai. Phai ching day la canh ngo ma
bat cir ngudi nao ciing s& phai di mit trong twong lai. Dac biét 1a vao ngir canh hau hién dai?

Bt phép song tring tam | nay, & My, dugc dan dét bai bac thay truyén kinh di Edgar Alan
Poe, nhung véi Shirley Jackson, & khoang cach gan mét thé ki, sy song tring d6 duoc van dung
theo nguyén tac goi dan tam i voi céi két dao nghich. Chac chan nit si chiu anh huong it nhiéu tir
thuyét phan tam cua Freud. Trong Charles, cau bé Laurie hoc 16p mau gido bia ra mot ngudi ban
Charles hu hong nhung ciing ¢ lac phuc thién ¢ trudng. Laurie diém nhién ké cho bé me cau
nghe vO6 van chuyén sai trai cua Charles, nao la danh ban, danh c6 giao, noi tuc, da ca ban trai c6
gido... Diéu d6 khién cha me Laurie lo ling cho Charles va mong muén duoc gip mit me cua
Charles dé trao d6i chuyén cua cau bé. Nhung két truyén lai 1a mot su bat ngo 16n. Héa ra, ching
cO cau bé nao trong I6p Laurie tén 1a Charles cd. D6 chi la ci “t6i” thir hai cua Laurie. Cau bé da
bia ra Charles d¢ tu ké Ve hanh vi & I6p cua minh trong giao tiép véi cha me. C6 thé noi, day 1a
truyén thiéu nhi xuét sic bac nhét thé gisi, dang tuyén vao sach gido khoa dé giéo duc... nguoi
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I6n vé hanh vi va tam Ii tré tho. Mot cAu chuyén mang thién hudng ndi loan ciia mot nhan vat day
ca tinh, goi am huong trong Bat tré dong xanh (J. Salinger, 1919-2010), mét kiét tac ra doi sau
truyén cua Shirley Jackson.

Hau hét truyén ngin cua Shirley Jackson déu c6 cai két bat ngo. Biém nay, it han ba ké thira
tir bac thay O. Henry. Trong Qua t@ng cua cac thay phap (The Gift of the Magl) O. Henry xay
dung ddi vo chong Della va Jim. Hai ngudi yéu nhau dén mic sin sang hi sinh vi nhau, bat chap
thuc trang nghéo xo xac cua gia dinh. Dip Noel dén, do khong co du tién nén Della phai ban di
méi toc tuyét dep ciia minh dé mua ting Jim bo day deo dong hd quy gia. Trong khi do, Jim da
ban di chiéc dong ho dé c6 tién mua bo lugc ma Della ao udce cai 1én mai toc ciia minh. Truyén
két thdc khi hai vo chong ngd ngang véi qua ting ma chang thé ding duoc nira. Céi két bat ngo
nay gay sc vi ndi xo6t thuong va ca sy ngudng mo tir nguoi doc danh cho tinh cam cua doéi vo
chdng nghéo. Dau khén khé vé vat chat nhung ho ludn khao khat va hanh dong cho nhitng gié tri
dao dirc thiéng liéng ctia con ngudi. L6i két cua Shirley Jackson khong huéng dén viéc danh thirc
luong tri va dao dic theo kiéu cua O. Henry. Von khai thac tam Ii va mat trai cua con ngudi, nén
céi két bat ngo cua Shirley Jackson s& lam nguoi doc bung ngo vé mot nét tam Ii té hai nao do.
Rdi tiép tuc 1a viéc chot hiéu ra cac van d& hién tén dang x4u hd cua x4 hoi ma con ngudi can
diing cam x6a bo trén hanh trinh sng.

Trong khoang 20 nam sang tac, Shirley Jackson hoan thanh 6 tiéu thuyét, hon 200 truyén
ngan va 2 tap hoi ki. S6 lugng tac pham nay khong nhiéu, nhung da khang dinh duoc tai ning ké
chuyén cua Shirley Jackson. Truyén tdm i ti gian cua ba tao dung duoc bau khong khi cing
thang dac quanh. Chi bang nhitng su kién roi rac rat doi thuong, dya trén logic tm 1i hoic su
thao ting tim 1i, nhu trong truyén Pan éng va déi giay ciia bon han, Jackson di tai hién lai mot
cudc chién tam 1i ngam gitra mot ngudi gidp viéc tro trdn va mot nit cha nha lich su, yéu dudi vi
nhitng rang budc dao i va miéng ludi cay nghiét cua cong dong. Cudc tin cong tam |i cia ngudi
gilip viéc hé mo cho ngudi doc thay su bat luc cua ¢d chii nha va céi két cuc khdng thé thoat dwoc
¥ d6 “mudn dén & lai nha chu” cia nguoi dan ba d6. Nguyén tic lan luét thm 1i nay khdng chi noi
dén sy xéu xa hay ngoa ngoat clia nguoi dan ba ding tudi ma con an du cho nhirng thoa hiép cua
canh tré trudc sy doc &c cua thé gisi nhimg nguoi trudng thanh hon. Ho hiéu rat rd tam Ii va niém
kiéu hanh rom cua nhitng quy cd sém ldy chong glau dé ho loi dung. Mit khéc, hiéu rong hon,
ngudi doc s& thdy ddu vét cua su xam lang tinh quai cua nhimg nguoi dudi ddy xa hoi vao thé
glorl thuong luu, cling nhu nhiing diéu phién toai ma vi “dang cip” ma gidi tinh hoa do phal ngam
dang nudt cay chiu dung. Chua hét, pha1 chang d6 con 1a 1i do tai sao cai xau van ci ton tai méi
trong doi song con nguol” Vay ra, ¢ cap do dién ngon, truyén cua Shirley Jackson khong chi
mang tinh di b4o ma con 1a du bao da nghia, mét kiéu dién ngén thach thirc 1ong kién tri va tué
nang tir nguoi doc.

Phai thira nhan, doc Jackson tam |i chiing ta ludn kho chiu vi cai xau, cai ac dang truc loi
trugc sy hon nhién, ngay tho ctia con ngudi. Phai ching ddy 1a cach hitu hiéu dé nha van “thanh
loc” (Catharsis — Aristotle) tdm hdn con nguoi? Truyén caa Jackson mang tinh canh béo cao do.
Ba viét vé nhiing diéu vit vinh, nhung muc dich va triét I ciia chiing luén huéng dén nhiing géc
khuat, mang gia tri thic tinh cao. Xét tir goc d6 nay, Jackson mang no vai James Joyce (1882-
1941). Vian hao Ai Len, ngudi duoc xung tung 1a cdy bt bac nhat thé gisi thé ki 20, di khai sinh
loai truyén tam Ii ti gian nay. Trong Araby, Joyce ké vé canh v& mong ciia mot cau bé trudc
bong téi caa mot hoi cho vi dén muon va hoi cho da giai tan, cudce choi di tan. Nguoi doc, néu
lién ki hiéu dén “hoi cho cude doi” s& doc duoc nhidu ¥ tudng sau xa vé& nhan thic cua con ngudi
trugc bong tdi hay sy mu quang, ciing nhu su vo cam cua loai ngudi. Truyén cua Joyce khoi goi
nhiing dan vat, tranh dau bén trong con nguoi dé cham dén nhiing gié tri pham hanh nhét dinh.
Trong khi d6, truyén cua Jackson hau hét lai cho thay su pha san cua nhung gla tri tam li, dac biét
la khi tam 17 bi truc loi. Con ngu’0’I trong truyén bi ném qua | lan ranh cua céi 4c, cai xau khi niém
tin bj X6 miii. Pa s6 ho mo hd y thire duge diéu d6 nhung van chang thé nao vuot thoat.
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2.2. Vai tro ctia nguwoi doc

Nguoi doc dong vai trd vo ciing quan trong trong truyén cua Shirley Jackson. C6 thé noi,
Jackson thudc nhém nha vin tién phong trong tu su ¢6 tinh dén viéc tham gia dong séng tao tir
ngudi doc. Ba di kién tao duwoc mot kiéu “tro choi ngdn ngir” (Wiggenstein) vai trién han nghia
dugc goi Mo sau rong. Tir ddy, ta c6 thé ndi dén nang lyc tri nhan van chwong cta nguoi doc. Voi
bit phap hau hién dai, ngudi doc can phai dugc trang bi mot kha nang tri thire nhat dinh. Thiéu
vbn vin hoa doc, thi ngudi d6 s& khdng hiéu duoc truyén cua Jackson. 75 ndm sau khi X6 s6 ra
doi, vao nam 2023 nha vin viét truyén kinh di ndi tiéng My Stephen King, d4 nhan dinh vé truyén
nay trén to The New Yorker: “T6i da doc no trong phong hoc, ¢ truong trung hoc Lisbon co kinh.
Phan tmg dau tién cua ti: Soc. Phan (g thir hai cua ti: Ba dy da 1am diéu d6 nhu thé nao?” [9].

X6 s6 1a truyén duoc doc nhiéu nhat cua Shirley Jackson va 1a mét trong sé truyén ngan My
dic sac bac nhat. Truyén duoc xem 14 i canh bao cho moi hu tuc phi nhan tinh, cho théi ton the
truyén théng ngu mudi cia con ngudi, va 1a mot ¢ giai cau trac van héa nhan loai mot cach hiéu
qua day chua xot. Thanh cdng cua truyén di khién no duoc chuyén thé cho nha hat, cho khéan gia
dai truyén hinh, doc trén dai phat thanh va ca vii ba 18. X6 s6 duoc ké tir ngdi thi ba, véi mot
ngudi ké han tri, dan dat mot cdt truyén theo 16i két thiic dot bién. Theo dé, tir dau dén cudi thién
truyén nguoi doc bi cudn vao nét nghia thugn cia viéc x6 s 1a ngudi may man sé tring s6, duoc
hudng mot quyén loi vat chat rat cao, c6 ¥ nghia d6i doi. Toan thién truyén duoc din dat theo noi
ham cua s6 s6 nhu cach nguoi ta thuong nghi vé nd. Thé nhung, Shirley Jackson lai dwa ra cai
két hoan toan ngurec vai logic d6. Nguoi trdng sé trong cudc rat tham cia dan lang 1a ngudi bi
ném da cho dén chét vi mot hu tuc tir xa xua rang hién té ngudi séng dé co dwoc mua mang boi
thu, dé cong dong duoc an binh.

Cau chuyén c6 cung ciu triic nguoc theo cach Mark Twain ting thuc hién trong Ké dn hit
dong logi trén chuyén tau (Cannibalism in the Cars, 1868). C6 mot chuyén tau hra bi ket trong
tuyét ma khéng mot ai ¢ thé thoat ra. Nhimg ngay dau moi ngu’oi gilt duoc binh tinh, ¢d swc chiu
dung nhimg con déi hanh ha. Nhung dan da, viéc cttu ho kho cé thé thuc hién ngay va nguy co
nhiéu  nguoi chét doi da xuat hién. Trudc tinh thé dé, tir mot dé xuat rut ré ban dau cua mot nhan
vat, tat ca khach trén chuyén tau, dong long di dén giai phap 1a bau ra mot ngudi chiu chét dé lay
thit ciru nhitng nguol con lai. Poan tiép theo, ngudi doc s& ching kién canh hdn don cudi ra nudc
mét vi khdng c6 bat cir ai nhan minh xtng déang cho vi tri do, bat chip su bau chon caa cong dong.
Thé ki 19, nguy@n tic tu su phd bay va dién giai ngam hoic cong khai dugc hau hét nha van sir
dung. Mark Twain néi huych toet ra cai ban mat cua nhitng ké khi dwoc bau voi dién tir bét di
dich 13 “phung sy cong ddng”, nhung thuc cht chi 12 vi ki. Néu bau ra ngudi “chét that” cho cong
ddng, trong bdi canh xa hoa thuong luwu, thi lidu c¢6 ai ding ra nhan sy tin nhiém “cao ca” d6
khong? Day qua 12 16i cham biém day tri tué chét nguoi cua bac thay Mark Twain. Nguoi doc &
loai truyén ndy can ludn “gian cach” (Bertolt Bretch) vai cau chuyén thi méi ¢6 thé hiéu duoc an
y sau xa cua ching.

Shirley Jackson, ngay tir khi con rat tré, da y thirc duoc thién ménh caa minh: “t6i timg nghi
rang chua timg c6 ai ¢6 don nhu toi va t6i da ting viét vé nhirg ngudi chi c6 mot minh... toi da
nghi minh bi dién va t6i s& viét vé viéc nhitng nguoi lanh manh duy nhét lai bi 1én an 14 dién va
ca thé gisi that doc ac, ngu ngdc va so hai nhitng ngudi khac biét nhw thé nao” [8]. Shirley Jackson
da hudng vé “cai khac” trong nhan thirc vé cude doi. Tuy ba chua dat duoc d6 nhap nhang luan
Quan nhu & Anton Chekhov, nhung nét tam |i téi gian & ba 1a mot phién ban rat gan véi Ngm)’i
dan ba véi con cho nhé (The Lady with the Dog, 1899) cua Dai van hao Nga. Trong truyén nay,
Chekhov miéu ta mot cudc tinh, da diét gira Dmitri Gurov v6i Anna Sergeyevna nhung roi chang
di dén dau. Hai nhan vat trong truyén déu la nhitng nguorl ngoai tinh. Khi ho gap nhau, nguoi doc
cur ngd va chinh cac nhan vét ciing vy, ho chiang thé nao xa roi nhau. Ay thé ma, sau bao nhiéu
nam thang, dau tinh cam ho khdng hé phéi pha, nhung ho ching thé nao di dén quyét dinh cubi
cung dé séng bén nhau. Nhitng lan ho hen ciia ho cir kéo dai mai, cho dén cubdi doi van cir 1a ho
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hen. Su d& dang trong tu sy, nét tam Ii an khuét, va 16i tiét ché cam xuc cua Shirley Jackson da
khién truyén ciia ba mang dam dau an hau hién dai [11], noi ngudi doc duoc dy phan vao tién
trinh ké chuyén, dé tim ra y nghia ciia thién truyén theo cach cua riéng minh.

Thoi cuaa Shirley Jackson, khdng con chuyén con ngudi véi nhitng xung dot xa hoi ma la
kiéu con nguoi “xung dot véi chinh nd” [7] nhu cach William Faulkner ting khai quat trong Dién
tir Nobel 1949. Tham vong cai tao xa hoi, theo kiéu “nghién nat cac chuéng ngai vat” cua Balzac
khong con nita. Thay vao do 1a nhitng con nguoi dang c6 tw hoan thién, hodc c6 ai d6 dang cd
danh thirc con nguoi khoi chén u mé, chim dim trong cac gia tri truyén théng 13i thoi. Tir g6c
nhin nay, Shirley Jackson khién nguoi doc giat minh va dau x6t khi nhitng hon da ném chét nguoi
tring so dang ngdc dai, vo tri lao dén, bat ké d6 1a con nguoi, 1a vo, 1a me, 1a bau ban, hang xom...
Nhitng tap tuc phi nhan tinh ¢ dai nay can phai duoc g& bo. Nhan loai da di dén thoi hau hién
dai, nhitng biéu hién d6 nay khong con, nhung ban chat “hién sinh” phi 1i van ton tai nhu mot
gene doc hai, ludn bién tudng dudi nhiéu dang vé khéc, nhan loai can canh giac. Chang han nhiing
ngudi nhan danh nguoi gap nan (lii lut, dong dat, song than, dich bénh,...) kéu goi tir thién, thi
hau nhu chiang cd ai la 1am khong cdng. Truyén cua Shirley Jackson gan giii v6i ban doc Viét
Nam ciing vi l& do.

3. Két luan

Shirley Jackson sinh tai San Francisco nim 1916, mat nim 1965 tai North Bennington,
Vermont. Danh tleng van hoc cuia ba dugc ghi nhan ra ngoai nudc My, dic biét 1a truyén ngan Xo
so va tiéu thuyét Nedi nha doi ma &m (The Haunting of Hill House, 1959). Vin phong ba duoc
Britannica xung tung 1a “bac thay cua truyén kinh di gothic va sy ludng lu tim 1i” (master of
gothic horror and psychological suspense) [3]. Ba 1a mét trong s6 it nir van si dat dugc sy mén
mé cua doc gia & nhiéu qudc gia.

Trong bai bao 75 nam sau khi “Xo $6” dwoC xudt ban, cam giac én lgnh van con, Scott
Heller ghi nhan: “Trong sb ra ngay 26 thang 6 nim 1948, The New Yorker di ding cau chuyén
gay chan dong cua Shirley Jackson X6 s, va khong qua loi khi ndi rang doc gia da phat hoang.
Ho viét hang loat thu, tirc gian hodc khéng chic chin vé viéc buc chan dung bao luc cua dam
déng & thi trin nho dang dan hé 16 nay s& lam gi trén mét tap chi c6 tu tuong van chuong. Bay
gio duoc coi 1a mot tac pham kinh dién ciia My, cau chuyén da tre thanh cha d& chinh trong 16p
hoc va ¢ anh hudng 16n dén cac nghé si dé nhin thay sy thdi rira trong bon hoa” [9]. Xem thé,
16i viét va tu tuong cia Shirley Jackson dau chi danh cho thoi dai cua ba, ma con cho nhiéu thé
hé doc gia sau nay.

Shirley Jackson tirng tdm sy truc khi chét: “T6i 1a thuyén truéng cua sé phéan toi” (I am the
captain of my fate) [8] voi ham y ba cd thé tu chu cho chinh cudc doi minh. Khéng nhirng thé, 16i
viét va thé gisi nhan vat cua ba ciing duoc dan dit bai mot 161 tu duy day ca tinh caa mot cay bat
lubn tim toi sang tao. Trong mdt méi truong vin chuwong canh tranh khéc liét nhu & My, Jackson
van tao dung duoc tiéng néi cho riéng minh. Tac pham cua ba van tiép tuc hanh trinh chinh phuc
doc gia khong ngung nghi. D6 qua 1a phan thuong 16n lao ma khong c6 nhiéu nha vin thé giéi
dat dén dugc tim voc cua ba.

Ghi chu: Bai viét nay duoc phat trién tir 10i gidi thiéu co nhan dé Truyén téi gian cua Shirley
Jackson in trong tap Ngwoi tinh &c quy (Shirley Jackson - Linh M. Nguyén dich, 2023) do San
Ho Books - Nha xuét ban Thanh Nién 4n hanh.
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