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Abstract. During the medieval period, along with
achievements in composition, concepts of literary
theory were also summarized by our ancestors. In
addition to opinions about the nature and function
of literary works, the ancients also paid a lot of
attention to the issue of composition. According to
medieval writers, to produce a good literary work,
a writer must be equipped with basic knowledge
from various sources, such as education and life
experience, as well as know how to combine
between emotion - scene - and storyline, as a basis
for creativity. When writing, one must structure the
work appropriately by determining what the
relationship is between content and form to create a
good work. Using the method of comparison,
system, and analysis, the article highlights theoretical
issues about Vietnamese literary composition in the
medieval period.
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Tom tat Thoi Ki trung dai, song song véi thanh
tuu vé sang tac, nhirng quan niém vé i thuyét van
chuong ciing duoc cha dng ta duc két. Ngoai y kién
vé ban chét, chirc nang cua tic phdm vin chwong,
ngudi xua ciing quan tim rat nhiéu dén van dé sang
tac. Theo van nhan thoi trung dai, d& c6 mot tac
pham hay, nha van phai trang bi nhiing kién thirc
nén tang nhu kién thie tir hoc vén, kién thuc tir sw
trai nghiém doi séng, phai biét két hop giira tinh -
canh - sy dé lam co so cho sang tao. Khi viét thi
phai ciu tric tic pham nhu thé nao 1a hop Ii, mbi
quan hé giira noi dung va hinh thirc ra sao dé tao
ra mot tac pham hay. .. Bang phuong phap so sanh,
hé théng va thao tac phan tich, bai viét 1am néi rd
van dé Ii luan vé sang tac van chuong Viét Nam
thoi Ki trung dai.

Tir khoa: thoi ki trung dai, Ii luan séng tac, tiép
nhan, sang tao.

Sau mét nghin ndm Biéc thudc, ngay khi gianh lai dugc doc lap vao nim 938, cha 6ng ta di
tién hanh xay dung mét nén vin hoa, khoa hoc caa riéng minh. Cuing vdi kién thirc y hoc va quan
su, vin chuong dugc cha dng ta sang tao tir rat som. Sy trai nghiém séng tao vian chuong ay duoc
tién nhan dac két thanh kinh nghiém Quy bau dé truyén lai cho thé hé sau. Ngoai nhirng van dé

nhu vai tro, chiic ndng cua vén hoc, cach thuc tiép nhan vin hoc, vi thé ctia nha vin, v.v..

; ong

cha ta cling ban rat nhidu dén van dé sang tac. Kinh nghiém viét vin (hay quan niém, li Iuan Sang
tac) cua van nhén thoi trung dai tap trung vao cac van dé nhu: co s¢ dé sang tao, cau trdc tac pham
nhu thé ndo, méi quan hé gitra noi dung va hinh thirc ra sao dé tao ra mot tac pham hay. Nhiing
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van dé nay du c6 thé c6 chiu anh huong caa li luan Trung Quéc (do cuing ding chit Han va chiu
su chi phdi cua tu tuong Nho gido) nhung co ban la tu tuong sang tao cua cha ong, Xuat phat tir
déc trung van hoa, lich sir dan toc. Trong doi séng i luan phé binh van hoc hién dai Viét Nam,

nghién ctru vé quan ni¢ém van chuong trung dai chi thuc su bat dau tir thap nién tam muoi cua thé
ki XX. Cong trinh ndi bat nhu Tz trong di san (1980) caa Nguyn Minh Tén [1], 10 thé ki ban
lugn Vé van chwong (tdp 1) (2007) cua nhdm tac gia Phan Trong Thuong, Nguyén Ctr, Vii Thanh,
Tran Nho Thin [2], Quan niém van chiong cé Viét Nam (1985) va Xac lgp hé thong quan ni¢m
van hoc (2002) cia Phuong Lyu [3]. Bén canh d6 con ¢ cac bai nghién ciru cling chung chu dé
cong bé trén Tap chi Vin hoc nhu bai viét “Ngd gia van phai, mot hién tugng cua van hoc Viét
Nam” cua Nguyén Thi Béng Thanh [4], “Tua, bat trong thudng thire phé binh tho ca Viét Nam
thoi trung dai” cua Nguyén Kim Chau [5], “Mot s6 van dé vé tur tuong Ii luan phé binh tir di san
vin hoa qua khtr cia dan toc” cua Bién Minh Dién [6] hay bai viét “Tho van Thai Dinh Lan va
Dang Huy Tri trén con dudng vién hanh 1an qudc™ in trén Tap chi Khoa hoc Truong Pai hoc Sir
pham Ha Ngi cua Tran Thi Hoa Lé [7]... Nhitng cdng trinh nay chi yéu 1a suu tam cac y kién cua
van nhan thoi trung dai ¢d thé hién Ii luan vé van chuong noi chung va Ii luan vé sang tac noi
riéng. Piém chung la cac hoc gia chi tap hop cac phét biéu chi chua sap xép thanh hé thong va
chua phan tich, bién giai dé 1am sang to y nghia cua nd. Tir ¢ s d6, chung t6i phan tich va tong
hop dé twong minh nhitng y kién c6 tinh chat luan d& nham dem dén mot cai nhin hé thong.

2. Noi dung nghién ciru

Huynh Nhu Phuong trong sach Li lugn van hoc nhap mén c6 viét: “Lam nha vin 1a mot sy
lya chon nghé hét strc dic biét: nghé séng tao ra nhitng gia tri vin hoc... Di theo nghé van 1a mot
chon lya tw nguyén. Nhung khong phai h& mudn 1am nha van thi tré thanh nha vin, ciing khong
phai h& di viét ra nhirng cau tho, cdu vin thi duoc goi 1a nha van” [8; 155]. C6 dugc danh xung
nha van phai hoi tu rat nhiéu yéu té nhu pham chat tri thire, pham chat nghé si, lao dong nghé
thuat. Trong ba pham chat nay, pham chét nghé si 1a thién phu, khong thé hoc tap ma nén. Hai
pham chat con lai thi hoc tap va rén luyén sé thanh. Luu Hiép ciing ting ndi: “Pham tai nang 1a
do thién tu, cai hoc phai than trong ¢ su tap duot dau tién” [9; 195]. Theo qui luat tiép nhan, kinh
nghiém cua ngudi di trudc s€ dugc truyén lai cho ngudi di sau, ngudi di sau tiép nhan va sang tao
thém dé truyén dat cho ngudi di sau nita. Cir thé kho tang tri thirc ngay cang phong pha thém.

2.1. Nhirng van dé nén tang cia sang tac

Téc pham vin hoc 1a san pham caa cam xdc va tri tué. Néu cam xdc hai hot thi 16i vin thiéu
sirc s6ng, néu tri tué nghéo nan thi tdc pham thiéu chidu rong tu tudng, ciing nhu chidu sau y
nghia. Vi vay, muén viét van phai trang bi kién thirc that sau rong. Trong 10i bat sach Nam phong
giai trao, Tran Dodn Giac viét: “Néu chang phai 1a ngudi ¢6 kién thirc sdu rong, hoc luc phong
pht, y thire chuy@n nhat thi mudn dién dich ra van tu, hoic phd vao diéu dan 15i ca ciing réat kho.
K¢ kién thuc hep hoi thi 1oi 18 nghéo nan; ké khdng chuyén nhat thi khéng thé hiéu dugc chd sau
kin” [3; 176]. Nhu trén da néi, nang khiéu la cai khdng thé truyén day. Nhung mot minh ning
khiéu thi chwa thé viét duoc vian hay. Cho nén mudn tré thanh mét nha vin dich thuc, sang tac
dugc mot tac pham dé doi thi phai ma rong kién thirc. Song song véi né 1a phai ¢6 y thirc chuyen
nhat, tic 1a chiu kho tim toi, “khot nhung gi chua ai khoi va sang tao nhimg gi chua ¢6” (Nam
Cao), dao sau suy nghi thi viét méi c6 chiéu sau. Mudn m¢ rong kién thuc thi phai doc séach:
“Ngudi mubn lam tho trude hét phai doc sach, ngudi mudn doc sach trude tién phai dudng khi.
C6 1& diéu nay mudn noéi: dudng khi duoc sung mén thi doc sach mai c6 thé ghi nho. Doc sach
ghi nh¢é thi tinh hoa ty nhién siéu viét, van tho lién tro thanh hay” (Ngo Cuong Manh Doan -
Thanh khé chuyet tap) [2; 211]. Sach vo dem dén cho ta klen thirc, c6 kién thic mai viét duoc
van. Ménh dé nay co nhiéu ngudi n6i. Nhung c6 mét thuc té 1a du doc nhiéu nhung ching dong
lai bao nhiéu, ay 1a do bi quén. Pau 6c hay quén 1a do té bao (neuron) than kinh mét di theo thoi
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gian. Dudng khi, hiéu ném na 14 tinh dudng tinh than dugc an yén khoe manh. Khi tinh than tét
s& ¢6 tri nho tot. Tri nhé tét, tinh than minh man mai viét hay. D6 1a kinh nghiém cua tac gia
muén truyén dat lai.

Ong ba ta thuong noéi “thung rdng kéu to” dé phé phan nhimg nguoi trinh do hiéu biét han
ché nhung lai thich khoe khoang, huénh hoang, khoéc lac, 1am ra vé ta day hoc rong biét nhiéu.
Nguoc lai cling ¢6 cau “lta chin cai dau”, tirc 1a nguoi cang ¢ tri thic thi ho cang khiém ton.
Lam nguoi ndi chung phai biét khiém tén, tranh kiéu cang; lam mot nha vin thi cang phai tuan
thii nguyén tic do. Thuc té khong it nha vin mac bénh kiéu cing, cho tac phdm ciia minh 13 nhu
cong nhu phuong, €on sang tac cua nguoi khac nhu ¢ nhu didu, nén dan gian ¢ cau: “Xua nay
thé thai nhan tinh/ Vg nguoi thi dep, van minh thi hay”. Cai thoi vin minh vo nguoi y sé giét
chét nha van. Canh tinh diéu nay, L& Quy Dén trong Vin dai logi ngit ¢6 viét: “Ban chat cia vin
chwong vén tir hoc van ma ra, hoc van uyén béc thi viét van hay. C6 1& dau van chuong lai lam
cho nguoi ta kiéu cing. Vian nhan kiéu cing 1a do it hoc van, thiéu tu dudng; bai vay ho bi céi
tinh tu nhién chi phéi. Néu y hing, tam hon van giit duoc binh dam, mdi khi dién ta va phat ra thi
cang thém ung dung” [2; 83]. Néu Ngo Cuong Manh Poan nhan manh dén kién thirc va néu 1én
cach thirc dé giir kién thuc ay, thi L& Quy Pén ciing khing dinh hoc van Ia ban chét cua vin
chuong va canh tinh tinh ty Kiéu cta vian nhéan. Kiéu cing 1 do hoc vin khong dén noi dén chén.
Hoc hanh khong dén noi dén chdn thi d& bi tinh ty nhién chi phdi, khi 4y s& khéng hoac it cd kha
nang lya chon ngén ngir, ciu ti, hinh twong... phu hop cho tac phdm. Néu hoc van uyén béc, thi
di c6 hing, van c6 thé tiét ché (tranh roi vao ty nhién chu nghia) dé vian duogc “ung dung”. Ciing
néu lény kién nham khuyén ran nha van vé viéc tao nén tang cho sang tac, Phan Huy Chu trong
Lich trieu hién chirong logi chi viét: “Vin tic 14 18 phai cua su vat xua nay, cdt yéu cua dién 18
nha nudc. Ké hoc gia ngoai viéc doc kinh str, con phai xét hoi sau rong, tim kiém xa gan, khao
ctru dé dinh lay I& phai, thé mai dang 1 nguoi hoc rong, c6 phai chi nhat Iy ting cAu, timg doan
nan ra thanh 1oi vin hoa, ma goi 1 van dau” [10; 115]. Mudn séng tac, ngoai viéc doc sach, nha
van con phai phan tich kién thirc tir sach, rdi so sanh, lién hé thuc té (xét hoi sau rong, tim kiém
xa gan, khao ctru) chtr khong thé chap nhat mai chd mét it ma thanh van duoc. Nhing kinh nghi¢m
trén co sy gap gd Vi quan diém caa Luu Hiép cua Trung Qudc: “Phai tich lity kién thirc dé giir
lay cua béu, khao sét sy Ii dé 1am cho céi tai cia minh phong phi I&n. Roi phai suy xét nhiing
diéu minh trai qua dé soi sang mot cach triét dé, rdi tap duot cai tinh cam cua minh dé rit ra céi
16i. Sau d6 mai khién cai 6ng tim tim dén am thanh, luat 1é ma dat nén 10i van” [9; 187]. Su théng
nhit quan diém nay ciing la thuong tinh, vi thoi trung dai, van chuong chung ta chiu nhiéu anh
huong tir Trung Quéc va An Da.

Sau khi da da tich liiy day du diéu kién can thiét roi thi mai viét, nhung viét nhu thé nao?
Khéng phai hé c6 kién thic sach v, doi séng la viét duge ngay, ma nha vin can phai hoc tap
kinh nghiém cua tién nhan, bai vi moi sy séng tao déu dua trén nén tang kinh nghiém cia ngudi
di truéc. Ngoai nhitng 161 “din do” chung, ong cha bit dau di vao nhitng van d& cu thé. Trudc
tién, cac bac tién bdi can din 12 phai biét tao ra cai méi chir khdng bit chude. Sang tao 1a doi hoi
chung cua loai nguoi, xua cling nhu nay. Nha vin Nga Leonid Leonov néi: “Tac pham nghé thuat
dich thuc, nhat 1a tac phdm ngon tir, bao gio cling 1a mot phat minh v& hinh thac va mét kham
ph& vé noi dung” [2; 258]. Trong lich sir vin hoc, khdng hiém nhimg truong hop nguoi di sau 1ap
lai nguoi di trude. Didu do that kho chap nhan. Trong Péng Duong tién sinh van tap, Cao Xuan
Duc noéi rd céi tai hai caa su bét chude: “Néu chi biét rap khudn, chip nhat nhiig cai sao ci thi
du 6 céu dep 16i hay, V& trang ta gi6, nhung y huéng khong ky thac dugc vao, thi rt cude ciing
chi bt chudc nguoi khéc, chang noi 1én duoc cai tinh tinh thuc cia minh” [10; 138]. Nha van 1a
ngudi tri thirc, dugc xa hoi trong vong. Vay thi dé ximg dang véi su trong vong ay, anh phai c6
dong gop cho doi bang sang tac doc ddo, méi mée ctia minh. Vin 1a ngudi, viét vin ma khong néi
1én duoc céi tinh tinh thyc cua minh thi su viét 4y chang c6 gié tri chdt nao, anh s& bi quén lang,
hoic té hon nira 12 bi 1&n an. Ngay nay, su bét chudc (hay dao van) 1a mot n3i nhirc nhéi ca trong
gidi sang tac 1an nghién ctu - phé binh. Nén 15i canh bao nay c6 gia tri hién dai. Trong Luong
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Khé thi van khao, Phan Thanh Gian ciing 1én t1eng phé phan: “Hoc gia khong biét 1am cho ty
minh c6 diéu s¢ dac, riéng chi biét cop nhat, chap va ciia nguoi xua lai, cho thé la hay Nhu vay
cang 1am cho nguoi ta thay rd tinh chat xuyén tac, t6 vé, khong c¢6 cin ban ma théi” [10; 57]. Véi
gia tai sang tac kha I6n caa minh, sy trai nghiém caa Phan Thanh Gian tir ban van cling nhu tir
chinh ban than minh da gitp 6ng duc két viét van nhu thé nao cho hay. Thyc té thoi trung dali,
nha van hay cop nhat, chap va nguoi xua. Ma di cop nhat nhu thé thi lam sao phat huy dugc so
dac caa minh, rét cude van anh ciing chi 1a trang gié vo van ma thoi.

Vé van dé chiu anh huéng cta nguoi xwa nhu thé ndo cho ding dé sang tac khdng bi rap
khuon, trong Vén dai logi ngiz, Lé Quy Pén khuyén: “Nén dem 161 va ¥ ¢6 nhan duc lai cho méi
ché khong nén rap khuén theo 1€ 16i cii” [3; 57]. Trong mét thoi dai ma 10i cia ¢6 nhan 1a khudn
vang thugc ngoc, thi hau thé xur 1i nhu thé nao? Theo Lé Quy Pon thi “diic lai” cho méi. Tir “duc
lai” & ddy c6 nghia tao cho |1 4y c6 nghia méi, doc dao, phit hop vai thoi dai, vi n6i nhu T6 Hoai
1a “mdi chir déu soi bong hoan canh xa hoi khi chir dy ra doi”. Nghia cua tir chi dang yén trong
tir dién, con trong cudc séng, ¢ thé no s& thay doi theo thoi cudc. Vay nén, néu chi rap khudn loi
ctia c6 nhan thi khdng biéu hién dugc tu trdng hém nay. “Puc lai” ciing c6 nghia 13 1am méi cau
tar, 1am méi thé loai, 1am mai biéu twong v.v... Mot I do nira khong nén bit chudc, theo Nguyén
Vin Siéu 1a mdi ngudi ¢6 céi chat, cai so truong ciia minh, bit chudc 1a khong thé dugc. Trong
Thur giri cho Tran Birc Anh, 6ng viét: “Téi thiy tir xua téi nay cac nha mé phong ho Pao nhiéu
IAm, du cho ho ¢6 cai hanh tich cua 6ng, nhung ciing khong sao gidng duge. Vi con ngudi ho Pao
rat chan chinh, tai lai cao, y lai xa, cho nén tho van cua 6ng khdng go ép, mai nhin hau nhu tan
so dam phac, nhung bén trong lai chira dung tu thai hao hung, phong do ki diéu, muén khoi day
y chi ctia con nguoi, cho nén cac nha chi phong theo cai vo cua n6 ma th6i” [1; 121]. Mot tap
quan kha pho bién cia nguodi phuong Pong, nguoi Viét Nam do6 1a sy noi guong. Thay nguoi
khéc gioi thi noi guong, lam theo, trong khi nang lyc cua minh thi khéng c6 hoac khéng phu hop;
thi sy bat chudc ay ciing nhu Té Tir Chiém bét chudc 6ng Dao Uyén Minh ma thdi. Vay nén nha
van phai biét dugc tai ning, sé truong cua minh dé ty vach ra 16i di riéng. Boi vi ndi nhu Lé Quy
Pon: “Cac nha tho déu ¢ so truong riéng... Nha tho ua canh vat cac mua thi tho phai ¢6 giong
thanh tao tuoi dep, ua rirng ndi an dat thi tho phai c6 thd nhan rdi, phong khoang” [1; 88]. Phat huy
so trudng 1a cach dé nha vin tao nén phong cach. Khi di c6 phong cach thi s& dé lai dau an trong
1ong ngudi doc. Tat nhién, con mot doi hoi nixa 1a tranh bat chudce ngudi khac, song song véi né 1a
phai tranh 1ap lai chinh minh vi nd d& gay nham chan.Trong Phi diéu nguyén am, Nhit B Si viét:

Gié déng tran khap thién hg

Ngon buit mau bar dau viét lic xuan vé

Xudn di réi xuan tré lgi

Surc but phai nén mai mé ludn ludn [10; 141].

Lap lai chinh minh, n6i nhu ngén ngir hién dai “dao van ctia minh”. Thoi gian thi tro di tré
lai, nhung con ngudi thi phai mai mé. Theo tinh than hién sinh thi ngay hom nay phai khac, phai
tién bo hon ngay hém qua. B6i vi 1ap lai hom qua thi ta chi sdng dugc mot ngay, co didu ngay dai
hon trong su & ché. Viét vin ciing vay, ngoai tinh chat lién van ban, thi van ban sau phai khac,
phai doc dao hon van ban trudc. Mudn vay, nha van phai that su huéng dén cai méi. Trong vin
hoc hién dai, nd lrc cach tan tho ciia phong trao Tho Méi, sau ndy la cia Tran Dan, Lé Pat, Hoang
Hung. .. 1a nhitng minh chimng rd rét. Nhu vay quan niém cta 6ng cha rat toan dién va rat tién bo.
2.2. Nhirng véan dé cu thé caa sang tac

Trén day 1a nhitng vin dé chung 1am co s& cho sang tac. Ong cha ta ciing néu 1én nhitng van
dé cu thé khi cam but. Trudc hét, 1a phai biét két hop giira tinh va canh. Lé Quy Pon trong Van
dai logi ngit khdng chu truong “thi ngdn chi”, dng cho rang lam tho phai c6 ba diém: mot la tinh,
hai 12 canh, ba 1a su: “Tinh 1a nguoi, canh Ia troi, su 12 hop ca troi dat quan thng. Lay tinh tham
canh, lay canh hoi viéc, gap viéc thi phat ra 15i ndi, nhan néi thanh tiéng, canh khéng hen ma tu
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dén, n6i khdng mong hay ma t hay, cir nhu thé c¢d thé 1én dén béc tho tao nhi dwoc” [2; 83]. Chit
“tinh” & day khong chi la tinh cam, cam htmg, ma néi nhu ngdn ngir cua Luu Hiép 1a “than tG”,
tac 12 sy két hop cua nhiéu yéu té nhu cai than (tinh than cé sy linh diéu), céi tt nay sinh tir céi
than, va cai cam himg. Puong nhién, cai tinh chi nay sinh khi gap canh. Tirc trudc mot hién thuc
nao do6 s& khién con ngudi cam xdc. Can phai co sy két hop ay thi méi lén dwoc béc tho tao nha.
Quan niém nay cuaa Lé Quy Pon khong khac quan niém duy vat bién chiing cta phuong Tay.
Trong cac gido trinh li luan van hoc chu yéu tiép thu tir phuwong Tay trong truong dai hoc hién
nay, déu khang dinh ngudn géc cua van nghé Ia hién thuc khach quan. Y thirc vian hoc dugc thoéat
thai tir hién thuc cudc song. Boi vay nha van chi viét hay khi lay chat liéu gay cam hing tir cudc
séng. Tac 1a phai c6 su két hop gitra tinh, canh va su. Su két hop ay ciing chi a con & trong dau
chir chua hién ra trén trang gidy. Thuc té thi khdng phai ¢ ¥ tuong hay, cam xdc doi dao la chir
theo d6 ma tudn ra. Poi khi nha vin bat lyc trong viéc chon tir. Ciing c6 khi ngon ngir diéu khién
ngudi viét phai xudi theo dong chay cia nod. Trudc hién trang nay, theo Ii Tir Tan trong Pé tua
tdp Tho Viét am mdéi san dinh thi: “Mubn tho ¢b kinh thanh dam thi lai gén véi thd, mubn dep de
thi gan véi hoa hoe hoa s6i; hao mai thi dé téi chd budng tha, that tha thi dé toi chd qué mia. Cho
nén 1oi y gian di day du, mach lac thong sudt, chat phac ma van nha, méi la ma khdng trac tric,
d6n hau nhung khong tho kéch, cao siéu ma van co giong 6n hoa, d6 1a nhimg diéu rat kho c6 thé
dat dugc” [2; 23]. Tiét ché ngoi but dé phu hop véi noi dung mudn ndi, ngir canh noi, d6 1a viéc
lam rat kho c6 thé dat dwoc. Nhung bat bude ngudi cam bat phai thuc hién, boi vi phong céch
vian ban duoc tao nén tir phong cach tirng cu, timg doan, timg y... Chi can mot cau khdng phu
hop véi noi dung, véi van canh thi van ban iy d& bi pha va.

Vén dé tir ngit phai pht hop nay, Nhit Ba Si trong Ban Vé vin chirong néi rd: “Khi 1am vin
thi tu tudng nay ra bang y, dién y bang loi, khong thoa man ¢ 16i thi quay lai véi y, khong thoa
man & ¥ thi doi N6 & than, than tron y du mdi viét nén mot bai van” [2; 216]. Sang tac 1a mot cudc
vat 16n day khé khan gitra y va loi. Khi loi khéng thoa man dwoc y thi quay lai voi y dé tim 1oi.
Nhung 10i sau ciing khong dién ta dwoc y, thi chi con cach quay vé véi than. Than ¢ day duoc
xem la manh dét nay sinh cdy ¥, 1a co sé caa y. Dén khi nao than va y quyén vao nhau méi viét
nén mét bai van. Ngudi viét cham 1a do khong biét cach khic phuc kho khin nay. Pay 1a kinh
nghiém Quy bau ma vin nhan ngay nay c6 thé hoc hoi. Nhin manh tam quan trong cua y, Lé Hitu
Tréc ¢6 néi: “Tho ¢dt 0 ¥, ¥ sdu xa tho moi hay. Khong phai bat cir diéu gi cling phai ndi ra bang
tho. Nhu thé méi 1a tho co gla tri” [2; 127]. Y sdu & day c6 thé hleu la sy sau sac ve noi dung va
su da nghia ctia nd. Y sau nay phu thudc vao tu tudng, tri tué va vén séng ciia nha tho. Tac pham
c¢6 duoc chidu sau ¥y nghia thi s& tao hing thi cho ngudi doc, s& dwoc truyén ba rong rdi va luu
truyén vao hau thé. Do 1a muc dich huéng toi cia moi nha van. Vay, van dé chiéu sau y nghia s&
tao nén tim voc cua tdc pham va tac gia. Vé tam quan trong cua y, nha triét hoc thé ki XVI1I cua
Trung Quéc, Vuong Phu Chi c6 phat biéu: “V6 luan 14 tho hay 1a nhitng bai hanh dai, chung déu
lay ¥ 1am chi. Bao quan ma khdng cd thdng sodi, thi chi 1a dao quan 6 hop. S& di |i Bach, D6 Phu
duogc goi 1a bac dai gia, ay 1 vi nhitng bai tho khong ¢ ¥, mudi bai chi chiém khong qua mot hai
bai ma thdi. Khéi may, subi da, hoa chim réu ring, khoe vang phd gam, c6 ¥y ngu vao thi linh
ngay” [11; 163]. C6 y la mot chuyén, nhung 1p ¥ lai 1a mét chuyén khac. Vé van & lap y, Le
Hitu Kiéu viét trong Pé twa tap tho Tang thuyét ciia Mai Dodn Thwong nhu sau: “Lam tho, néu
lap y khéng linh hoat s& méc vao bénh cau né, cach diéu khdng trang nha s& mic vao bénh qué
mua, dit cAu khodng sic sao s& mic vao bénh tim thuong, dung tuc. Tho vin ha co thé dé& lam
dugc sao?” [10; 144]. Viéc sap xép y nhur thé nao cho bai van c6 mot chinh thé hoan thién nhat,
d6 1a diéu ciing phai lao tm khd ta. Van dé biéu dat noi dung tir trong tu duy ra 15i néi sao cho
tron y, sao cho nguoi doc linh hoi mot cach thich tha, phu thudc vao viéc lap y nay. Khi da 1ap y
roi thi lya chon 15i biéu dat nghé thuat sao cho that phu hop, thét trang nha. Sau d6 1a chon tir va
dat cAu that sic sao. TAc gia két y lai 13 tho van ha d& lam duogc. O ddy, tac gia d& cap dén nhiing
van d& thuan li. Thuc ra, sang tac con c6 yéu tb linh diéu, nam ngoai y thirc thuan tay. Nhu y kién
cuia Ngd Thi Nham viét trong 101 twa Hoang Cong thi tdp: “Viéc binh, viéc hinh, viéc I8, viéc
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nhac, thanh nhan c6 phép tic ca. Binh phap cét ¢ chinh té, hinh luat cét & ran cam, I8 phap cbt o
uy nghi, nhac luat cét & thanh &m. Nhimng diéu d6, thanh nhan da néu ra dé day nguoi, rat 1a rd
rang, d& hiéu. Dén nhu phép, luat lam tho, lai la mot diéu huyén bi, thanh nhan khdng truyén lai,
ta chi c6 thé hiéu bang than, khéng thé tim bang tri dwoc” [2; 145]. Nhiing céi linh diéu, huyén bi
ay khong thé truyén dat lai, vi Ii tri khong bao quat duoc. Chi ¢ nhiing gi ma Ii tri kiém soéat thi
méi dugc dac két dé truyén lai cho ngudi sau.

Mot van dé nira ma van nhan trung dai luu y khi sang tac, d6 1a viéc két cdu tac pham. Theo
If luan hién dai thi “két ciu bao gdbm: t6 churc hé théng tinh céch, t chire thoi gian va khéng gian
nghé thuat cua tac pham; nghé thuat té chic nhitng lién két cu thé cua cac thanh phan cét truyén,
nghé thuat trinh bay, bd tri cac yéu td ngoai cét truyén... sao cho toan bo tdc pham thuc sy tro
thanh maot chinh thé nghé thuat” [12; 157]. V& vai tro cua két cau, cling theo céc tac gid sach Tur
dién thugt ngiz van hoc la “boc 16 t6t chu dé va tu tuong cac tac pham trién khai, trinh bay hap
dan cét truyén; cau trac hop Ii hé théng tinh cach; to chirc diém nhin tran thuat cua tac gia: tao ra
tinh toan ven cua tac pham nhu 1a mot hién twong tham my” [12; 157]. V&i tu duy phén tich cua
con ngudi thoi hién dai, cac vin dé két cAu ciing nhur vai tro cia nd dugc chi ra rd rang. Ching ta
dung diéu nay dé tham chiéu vao quan niém thoi trung dai ciia dng cha vé két cau tac pham.

Trén cai nhin tong quat, vin nhan trung dai néu l&n tim quan trong cua két ciu. Tac pham
vian chuong 1y ngdn ngir 1am chat lidu dé sang tac. Di nhién déy 1a ngdn ngit duoc chon loc va
dan dét trong mot cau trlic chat ché. Trong Phi diéu nguyén am, Nhit Ba Si néi: “Loai vin chuong
tot bac cua thién ha, dang l1a khong ¢ trong cai gisi han dong mé cua két ciu. Nhung ma khong
dong mo két cau thi ciing khong thanh van chuong. Tham do cai gbc caa no, lai phai tudi tam céi
ngon cua nd, M rong cai ngudn cua no, lai phai budng loi cai dong ciia no, ké hoc gia khdng ngai
gi ma khong tién t6i vé cac mit nay” [1; 136]. Dua trén cac yéu té két cdu cua Ii luan hién dai, ta
thay gici han déng mo cuia két cau co thé hiéu la cach mé dau va cach két thuc tac pham, ciing c¢6
thé hiéu 1a cau tric cua toan bo tac pham. Mé dau nhu thé nao dé vira hap dan, thu hat; vira tao
diéu kién cho sy khai trién noi dung thuan loi, hiéu qua nghé thuat cao. Két thuc ra sao dé tao nén
vi thanh dai 1au trong tdm kham ngudoi doc. “Cai gdc, cai ngon, cai ngudn, cai dong” c6 thé hiéu
1a hé thdng tinh céch, thoi gian va khong gian nghé thuat, lién két cac thanh phan cbt truyén, trinh
bay, bd tri cac yéu té ngoai cdt truyén v.v... Do tac gia khong dung ngdn ngir luan Ii ma ding
hinh anh dé néi, nén y trén caa ching tdi chi 1a nhiing suy doan. Nhung nhitng suy doan nay
khong phai khong c6 co s6. Noi chung 6ng cha ta luu y nha van phai chd ¥ va dung cdng trong
viéc to chirc tac pham. Khong chi y dén cac mdi quan hé hitu co ciia cac yéu td noi trén thi tac
pham s& tro nén long l1éo, rai rac. Nhit Ba Si trong Thuc khdch gidi trao can dan nhu sau: “Cé cau
thi co két, co goi thi co thua, do6 1a phép tic duong nhién ctia nha vian. Nay chd dé khoi caa mot
bai vin, thi néu l1én bén loai ngudi: nao dao dirc, nao cdng danh, nao su nghiép, nhung ha van thi
bo di khong ngd tai, cudi cung khién cho cai thé van trén dudi cua toan thién nhu co bong bay
tan tac, mit mo ching biét vé dau” [10; 143]. Thuong thay, trong doi séng, nhiéu viéc ban dau
ngudi ta lam rat cong phu, ti mi nhung vé sau lai hoi hot, cau tha. Ay 1a do nguoi ta khong duy
tri duoc tinh than va nhiét huyét trong sudt ca mot hanh trinh. Trong phé binh vin hoc, nhiéu cong
trinh ban dau to ra cdng phu, mé ra nhiéu hira hen, nhung phan sau lai hoi hot, mat strc séng.
Trong sang tac vin chuong ciing vay, khoi dau thi hing huc khi thé véi ning lugng doi dao;
nhung sau lai hiu hat, am dam. Sang tac vin chuong 1a cong viéc dai lau, duy tri duoc cam hung
va nguén ning lugng khdng phai 1a diéu d& lam. Ma néu khéng duy tri duoc thi s& dan dén tinh
trang “dau voi dudi chudt”, thi 1am sao co thé tdc phim co6 duoc vé dep can ddi? Vay thi thuong
van néu van dé nhu thé nao thi trung van va ha van phai giai quyét van dé mot cach twong xtng.
Ay méi dan dén tinh hoan chinh cua tac pham.

Néu vé két cau tac pham, cac y kién déu kha thdng nhat, thi vé van dé noi dung va hinh thirc,
da sb cac y kién déu nhan manh noi dung quan trong hon hinh thuc; vai v kién néu 1én tim quan
trong cua hinh thire, va ciing khong hiém cac y kién néi vé su thong nhat cua hai yéu td dé. That
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ra vai trd ciia noi dung va hinh thic 1a quan trong nhu nhau, nhiéu khi né & trong nhau. Cho nén
nha phé binh vin hoc Nga Bélinxki c¢6 néi: “Trong tac pham nghé thuat, tu tuong va hinh thirc
phai hoa hop véi nhau mét cach hiru co nhu 1a tam hon va thé xac, néu hay diét hinh thirc cling
c6 nghia la huy diét tu twong, va nguoc lai cling vay” [13; 256]. Nhung I luan hién dai cling thra
nhan rang, “ndi dung di dau va co vai tro quyét dinh. Chtrc ning hinh thitrc 1am dinh hinh va biéu
hién noi dung do... ndi dung quyét dinh viéc lya chon hinh thic thé loai, ngdn ngit, chi tiét, cot
truyén, két cau. Noi dung 1am nay sinh hinh thtrc phtt hop dé biéu hién n6” [13; 257]. Nguoc vé
qua khw, ching ta thay rang, c6 I do bi chi phéi boi quan niém “tét gd hon tét nude son”, nén
quan niém chung ciia ngudi xua thi trong mot tdc pham van chwong, ndi dung quan trong hon
hinh thirc. Trong L& triéu thong si, L& Quy Pon ¢ viét: “Phai viét co ndi dung thi van chuong
thinh, khéng nhu thé thi suy. Diéu nay la mot phuong thudc hay mét luat ¢, moi nguoi theo no
thi khong sai may may” [10; 144]. “C6 ni dung” ¢ dy phai hiéu 1a 6ng nhan manh vai tro hang
dau cua yéu té noi dung, va noi dung 4y phai that su sau sic, giau ¥ nghia thi tac pham hay mot
nén van hoc mdi thinh duoc. Trong loi bat tap Thu hwong luc, Bui Duong Lich ciing viét:“Do
tinh sinh y, do ¥ sinh chit; bai cai nay thi c6 cai kia; ciing la thé ca, viéc nay can phai ban thém” [2;
179]. O day, hinh thic chi phuc vu cho noi dung chir khéng phai 1a méi quan hé xuyén tham, céi
nay la sy chuyén hoa ciia céi kia va nguoc lai nhur quan niém cta Bélinxki trong Ii luan phuong Tay.

Nh4n manh tim quan trong cta noi dung, Lé Quy Pon phé phén viéc trau chudt hinh thic
théi qua: “Tho cac bac danh si nay rét tinh, rat thyc, hop thé, cai d6 di rd. Néu chudng nin not,
wa mdi la, go gam tung chi, timg céu, tho lam ra s€ kém” [1; 88]. Luu Dai Khdi, mot nha tho doi
Thanh caa Trung Quéc cung ¢6 néi: “Van chuong Quy ¢ su gian di. Pham viét vian, nhiing tay
bit gia dan thi gian di, y chan thuc thi gian di, vi thanh dam thi gian di, khi day du thi gian di,
pham chit cao Quy thi gian di, than cao xa ma ham chira khong cung thi gian di. Vi vay gian di
la canh giGi tan cing cua van chuong vay” [11; 192]. Trong thuc té, ¢6 nhiéu tir ngir thi cao siéu,
hoa my, diéu van thi kiéu cach nhung noi dung thi lai rdng tuéch. Khi di qué chi trong vao viéc
trau chudc hinh thic thi cai than bi chi phdi, khéng nghi gi dugc didu sau xa, vin s& ndng can. Dé
tranh didu nay, trong Phuwong dinh vin logi, Nguyén Vin Siéu khuyén: “Su ghi chép cia nguoi
xua, cling nhu mot bic vé&, chi md ta hinh dang bé ngoai, ma khong nim duogc cai than, thi no,
néu khong hoi hot, 4t ciing nhu bong trang dudi day nudce, doa hoa trong guong, it khi gitr duoc
diéu chan thuc” [1; 128]. Cai than, thuong duoc hiéu la cai hon cua sy vat. Cai than nay 1am nén
dién mao va suc sbng cua sy vat, ciia mot tac pham van chuong. V& phuong dién sang tac, nha
vin phai tao cho tAc pham mat céi than, cai hon. Vé phuong dién thuang thirc, pham binh, ngudi
doc phai phat hién, nam ldy cai than éy méi khong di chéch khoi cai dong ma nha vin khoi ra.
Khi 4y nguoi doc s& dong cam véi tac gia, rdi tir cai ngudn ma khoi ra nhirng dong mai, kham
pha ¥ nghia mai, tirc 1a ddng sang tao vai tac gia.

Nhitng quan niém trén day, c6 thé 6ng cha ta chiu anh huong ctia Luu Hiép viét tir thé ki VI &
Trung Qudc: “Viéc sang tac thi phai biét vach ra cai khuon dé dung cai noi dung (If), nghi ra mot
chd dimg (dia) dé bay to tinh cam (tdm). Chi sau khi xac dinh dugc tinh cam (tam) thi méi dem am
nhac phol hop. Noi dung c6 ngay ngéan thi sau d6 méi chon 161 van, khién cho cai hinh thirc (van)
khong giét mat cai noi  dung (chat)” [9; 208]. Xac dinh ndi dung 1a cai c6 trudc, nén quan trong hon,
sau khi c6 noi dung roi mai lya chon hinh thire. Pau tu vao ¥, khong qua cau ki vé 1i, d6 1a tinh
than chung vé van dé noi dung va hinh thic c6 thé tim thiy & quan niém van hoc trung dai.

Tuy nhién, 6ng cha khdng phai khdng c6 quan niém phai chi trong van dé hinh thic. Vé tam
quan trong cua hinh thic ngdn ngit dwoc Khéng T khang dinh trong thién Biéu ky, sach Lé ky:
“Ngén chi vo vin, hanh chi bat vién” (Loi khong vian vé, khong truyén duoc xa). Nha tho Phap
thé ki XVII Nicolas Boileau Despreaux ciing néi: “Mot cau tho tran day y t va tinh cam cao
thuong cung s& khong nghe duoc, néu nd 1am chéi tai bang su méo mo” [13; 252]. Boi vay, trong
noi dung ma xem nhe viéc trau chuét hinh thic thi noi dung a ay cling khong toat 1én dugc, nén no
khéng tham, khong vang xa dugc. Trong bdi canh nhiéu ngudi dé cao noi dung, xem nhe hinh
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thirc thi Ngo Thi Si trong bai Poc tdp tho ho Bach cho rang, can phai lya chon hinh thirc dep dg,
cao siéu méi thé hién dugc tam thanh:

Khue khuwe trinh bay loi qué mua

Sao c6 thé ca ngei duoc dirc cao voi voi

Hat cuong phong thay cho s nghen ngao

Udng say d@é nén nhitng diéu chat chiza

Long ta khdng thé noi ra hét

Khdac khodi d@oi anh mdt troi [2; 137]

Y trén cia Ngo Thi Si c6 su gap g& véi y kién cia Luc Co doi Tan bén Trung Québc: “Tho
1a dé bay t6 tinh cam, nén 1oi tho phai dep d&, trau chudt” [11; 407]. Ngb Thi Si khong phai la
nhan manh tam quan trong caa hinh thirc, ma tily vao noi dung, phai lra chon hinh thac phi hop
thi méi biéu hién duoc. Vi nhu ca ngoi dirc cao voi vei thi khdng thé dung loi gué mia duor.
Thuc té tiéng Viét, khi néi nhimg diéu trang trong thi dung tir Han Viét, khi thé hién sy gian di,
maoc mac thi dung tir thuan Viét mai pht hop. Vé su pht hop nay, trong Toan Viét thi luc, Lé Quy
D6n cang noi cu thé hon: “Tho dao chi (n6i chi huéng) thi phai trang trong, tho diéu ¢b (viéng
canh ¢6 nguoi xua) thi phai cam khai, tho dau ting (dwa ting nguoi khac) thi phai diu dang... Phai
dan xép ¥ tho trudc rdi dat 10i tho sau, sao khong 1am thé tho nay thanh thé tho khac thi mai la
tinh, 1a thuc” [10; 144]. Nhu vay, tly vao ndi dung, tly vao tinh chat, tly vao thé loai ma hra
chon ngdn ngit, giong diéu, thé cach cho no ¢6 sy hd tng véi nhau méi tao ra mot chinh the.

Tu xua cling nhu ngay nay, tir Dong cling nhu Tay, sy thong nhét gitta noi dung va hinh thirc
van la tiéu chuan tham my hang dau. Go tét ma nudc son xau thi nguoi ta cling chang ngo ngang
gi toi. Nudce son dep ma go khong t6t thi cling khong ton tai duge 1au. Nude son va gd phai twong
hop thi san pham méi duoc nhiéu ngudi chon ding. Mot tac phim vin chuong hay bao gid cing
la su thong nhét hai hoa cao d6 giita noi dung va hinh thirc. Trong Nam son ting thogi, Nguyén
Ptc Pat dung hinh anh truc quan dé ndi vé van dé nay: “Vin chuong 1 co bip cua tinh Iy, tinh
Iy 1a xwong cdt cua vin chuong... VAy tinh Iy ma khéng cé vin chuong dé diéu xudng no, thi tinh
Iy chi 12 ndm xwong kho, nim xuong khoé thi khong tron bong. Vin chwong ma khdng c6 tinh Iy
dé chu tri no, thi van chuong chi la khéi thit nhiin, khdi thit nhiin thi khong cang day. Tinh li chira
chan ma vin chuong dat dao, d6 1a ngoc quy ctia budng vian, 1i dao cia vuon nghé vay” [1; 173]
“Vian chuong” la h1nh thire, “tinh 11 1a ndi dung. Noi dung ma khong 6 hinh thirc dep thi n gay
gudc thiéu sic song. Hinh thicc ma khéng ¢6 noi dung lam can ¢t thi né “nhon nhot mau da”
(chir cua Nguyén Du). Céch ndi nay cua tac gia vira cu thé, vira sinh dong, d& thay d& hiéu, nén
n6 giy duoc hiéu qua cao trong ndi dung mudn truyén dat. Do ciing 1a mot cach truc tiép biéu
hién van dé vay.

Dé viét hay, ngoai cd sy thong nhét giira noi dung va hinh thirc, nha van ciing phai biét chon
loc, chir khdng phai bat ctr cai gi ciing viét. Sang tac Ia phan anh nhung 1a phan anh c6 chon loc.
Trong bai viét Tho va y, Lé Hitu Trac cho rang: “Khdng phai bat ki diéu gi ciing noi thanh tho.
Nhu thé méi la tho hay” [2; 127]. C6 nhén c6 cau: “Quy hd tinh, bat Quy hd da”, cai gi it thuong
Quy, cai gi nhiéu thi it gia tri. Sang tac vin chuong khong thanh tuu ¢ s6 lwgng ma la chat lugng.
Ca doi van chi can mot tac pham hay 1a dii 1am nén tén tudi lvu danh hau thé. Mot bai tho Ong
d6 ciing 1am nén tén tu01 Vil Binh Lién, mot Bén My Lang ciing khlen nguoi ta phai nho dén Yen
Lan... Vi vay, chi viét nhiing gi that su xtic dong, that sy sau sac, that sy mudn 1én tiéng, mubn
chia s¢; khi ay moi tinh tly s& dugc danh thuc, viét s& nhur “mau ré qua dau ngon but, nwdc mat
thim qua to gidy” nhu Mong Lién Duong chii nhan néi vé Truyén Kiéu ciia Nguyén Du.

Hién thuc mudn mau, mudn sang tac thi ndm bét dwoc hién thuc khong chua du, ma phai
phét hién duoc céi than caa nd, cai cot tr cia no, dé 1a diéu quan trong khac cua su chon loc.
Trong loi tya tap Tinh xa ki hanh cua Phan Huy ich, Ngdé Thi Nham chu truong: “Biét nam liy
cai thuc lam cot tir, roi dung céi dep trang sirc thém” [2; 142]. Khi da x4c dinh duogc cai cot rdi,
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thi viéc boi dap da thit cho tac pham tay thuge vao kha nang dinh dudng (nang lyc nha van). Tai
nang ay phai 1am sao dé cdy déng ma tré hoa xuan, nhu 11 cia Nguyen Btrc Bat trong Nam son
ting thogi: “Chat nhu cay, vin nhu hoa, Nghin truong su si, kho bé lam cho tét dep, mudn doa
sic s&, khé bé lam cho cung cap. Diéu can thiét la cay dong ma phai tro hoa xuan” [10; 151]. Tai
nédng cua nha vén la khién ngudi doc ngac nhién vi nhan ra cai dep d& an bén trong cai xau xi, céi
¥ nghia sau Xa an bén trong cai binh thuong don gian. Chi mot cay chubi (trong bai tho Cay chuoi)
binh thuong ma Nguyén Tréi lam ta ngac nhién ¢ y nghia ma tac gia kham pha tir cai hoa chudi.
Chi tir mét cai banh troi nudc (trong bai tho Banh tréi mréc) ma Ho Xuan Huong kham pha, khai
quat duoc pham chat ciia ngudi phu nir v.v... Cudc séng 1a mot sy bi an, ki diéu; thién chic cua
nha vin 1a 1am toat 1én sy Ki diéu d6 dé hién dang cai dep cho doi.

3. Két luan

Aristote timg néi: “Su md phong vén sin ¢d & con ngudi tir thug nho, va con ngudi khéc
gidng vat chinh 1a & chd ho c6 tai md phong, nhd ¢ sy md phong dé ma ho thu nhan dwgc nhiing
kién thire dau tién” [9; 26]. Nhu vay, Kién thire dau tién con nguoi c6 dugc 12 hoc tap (mo phong)
& nguoi di trude, do 1a bé d& cua su sang tao tiép theo. Khong phai troi sinh ra 1a da thanh nha
van. Ma tir phdm chét troi sinh 4y, nha van phai biét hoc hoi kinh nghiém ma nguoi di trude da
duc két dé 1am hanh trang trén con dudng sang tao cho minh. Ii luan vé sang tac vin chuong cua
cha Ong ta da dé cap dén rat nhiéu van de cu thé cia cong viéc viét van. Nhitng van dé nay chi
yeu dugce duc két tir kinh nghi¢m sang tac cua chinh cac van nhan. D6 1a, nha van phai trang bi
kién thtrc nén tang tur sach ve, von song phong phu, quan sat ky ludng, xem Xét sau rong dé tién
hanh viét. Khi viét thi phai ciu trdc tac pham nhu thé ndo 1a hop 1i, méi quan hé gitta noi dung va
hinh thirc ra sao dé tao ra mot tac pham hay... Nhin chung, so véi Ii luan vé sang tac hién dai,
nhitng y kién cuia cha 6ng ta thoi trung dai ¢6 nhitng nhan dinh rat c¢6 gia tri. Va n6 1a ngudn tu
liéu hét strc can thiét cho gigi Ii luan - phé binh vin hoc hién dai.
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